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I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE 
-~·-······-·· -----·- ---------·--- --- - ----- -._..,.T7· ::T ---------·- -

Th is ac tion was commenc~d when the Acr?f~~nt Wife. Mau~ee ne Dees . on Ma~ch 
E? ' 1 rn ° , t~ il. "'' d 110? r· 0 (~· i: i t i Dr"! :; c? c-: k i. ni;J .'Hl ~lJJ :: c 1 u t •:? cJ i. \' (jj'" •:: G? . ~= ~.1. :: t q r:J ·y 0 + t h ~ c h i. l d CJ f 
the pa~ties, alimony an d ch ild supp o~t, p~oo e~ty division, and atto~ney's fees 
\F: . 1. ~?i: :;:c?r~). fk1 t1ar-c:h 26. 1'?7q . the Hu::bancl. !'10I'Ti :: ~;. Dr:? ~:;. fi.l ::?d hi.:: a.n::v-Jer
and counte~ c la im seeking a divorce . The Husband alleged that it wou ld be in the 
best interest:: of the oarti e::' minor daughter t hat her custodv be granted to the 
Wife !R. 7 . et seq). Followi ng ext ensive discove~y and p~eliminary pr-oceedings 
not imp'~wte.nt teo thi.:: ;,.ppro?:?.l., Ult-? c,•_,;e \~'~n t tc· t:r-i.2.l befc)r·e tht-? Hor1~jt,1ble Nev~man 
C. Sankey, District Court Judge sitting as Judge of the Circ u it Court (R. 1911. 
The trial wa s he ld on Augu:;t 6th thrc:ough Rt h, August 20th through 24t h, and 
Sept E!m ber 2~.::;t, 1 'T7c,J !F:. ic>1). Cln ::;~::!ptE'm bE~ r-· :::~~~. I'~)7S', Juci~J e ~;"1f1ke·/ r·E!miE!r·ecl hi-::; 
"Fi ncli.nc_J ·:o of F:J.C1: 11 (F: . 1. 54 . E?t ::E:ql, .:HHJ or-, t1·1E? =::·HI!E? da.\,., r · E?rd ~::n-:· d ·hi :; 11 Fi.nal 
Dec:~-· e~' o-f D ~ vor ·:: e 11 

( F:. l ::,9 , et. <:iE'CJ) • ThE' <;; ;··.ic1 c! E'CTeE~ ~1r· c1nt. E'cl a •j i '-/ClrT E!, ~Jr· ,:mt. eel 
custod y of the child to the Wife, e:;tabli:ohed the Hu:;band ' s vi::itation 
privileges, reouirecl child suppor-t. in the amount cf $1,500 per mon th, ancl _awar-ded 
t h E? hi i. f c? t h e a. m o u r1 t o ·f ~= 1 ~.2 0 , 0 0 0 II .:J. ~; :?. 1 i. m cJ r: v ··- i r·: -- ~~J r· CJ :: :: 11 

, v< i. t h t h c? ~) r· o '--! i :: i on t h at 
the Husband at his e lection may pay t h is amount in monthly installment s of $2,000 
o\' c-:r· a. o '.'?!'- i. oci o ~ ·f i . . / c? ·:/ E? :'!.1'- ·:; , ·:;uc: h p .a. vmE:n t:: i:. D t E:· 1·· rn i. n "-'· t e? i. n t hE· E?verl t of the 
Wife's remarriage , but the entir-e balance to be payabl e to he r estate in the 
event of her death. 

The Wife duly perfect ed th is appeal (fL 1 nc:--· -=~ ....... ' ~ 

I I, THE-: 1 ':3':3UE:S ----------------------·-·-··--·--

1. (~1"-t' ~:hE' -\:. ".~'- m ~;. ::·~r-;c! ::•.11\C•Unt of thE' tT ~Ed 
under th~ ci~·cumstances? 

e+:. ~;eq) . 

2. Where the Husb and by his own calculations has a net worr-th of $3,867,029, 
ind an ?nnual income in e ~ c e::s of $200.000. and wher e his Wife Df eleven year s 
has been c omoelled to seek a divorce by the Husband' s obstinate r efusal .to give 
uo his mistre:;s who he is supporting and who ha s become pregnant bv him~ did the 
t r· i al j ucl ~~ ~' .:1tJ u~: e hi '" cl i seT t-•t ion b '/ '"''Jc1r· cl i r-~~: " ::11 i mcm ,,. _ i n --~.1r· Cl~i ~i " o+ only ~i120 ~ 000 , 
pavable over five vears and terminable in the e vent of the Wive's remarriage? 

3. Wher-e t he evidence is clear- and undisput.ecl that pr-operty which the 
Husbe,nci ovm r,?cJ pr·i.or· to th!':· mar-r-i£JQE?, cw inc:orn":· or·oduc:ed by :;uc:h pr·oper· t y , v<as 
used regularl y for the common benefit of the parties and th eir- family during the 
marriag e , as provided in Act No. 79-486~ Ala. Le g . Reg. Bess. 979 , did the trial 
cour-t err in f ai ling to make findings of act to that effect and in failing to 
c: CJ n:: i c1 !'? r· ~= u. c: h p r· o o e 1'- t y i r·1 c1 ~' t E? r· mi. r1 i. n g the 1\1 i -r !7?_' :: a.l i m on y ",:. 

Lf . l•Jh ~! ~- e th €! Hu-:::b an c!, _ p ~-· i m·· to thE: m.:trT i 3~JE!, m·m eel 89~~ el-f the st. oc k of 
Fuller· ~' Dr.-'ec.:. Ma.r-l:: e?ti. n g c;r-·oup ~ In c:. ~ \'vh i. c: h , onE~ VE?a.r· a f h:r- the? ma.r-r- i. age he 
e xch ang9 d fo~ stock in the Times Mi~r-or Corporation, ancl where he the~ eafter solei 
a portion of Times Mirror stock and acquired a portf olio of municipal ta~-e~empt 

bonds~ does h is ~emaining Times Mirr-or St.oc:k and his portfolio of mun icipal bonds 
con:; t i. t u t 1:-:, 

11 p , .. clP ~~~- - -1::\1 :>.c cn.1. i. !' - f? cl p 1'- i. m· to t h r,: 1n i' !' . l' - i. i'!.w~" v,~ i. t hi. n- t h G; · ·mG? ani. n g of Ac: t 
Number 79-486, Reg . Sess. 1979 so as t o be excluded fr om consider ation in 
d~termini n g a limDny~ 

5. Where the Husband had desionated himse!~ __ ~.potentia! t~ i al witness on 



• 

his own behalf pursuant to the pre-trial order. and was present in the courtroom 
a.t th~? bHJi.nnirHl of th:;: ·1.-.r-ia.l, iJ.nd V·JIH:r·c~ tht'''Pft.~'.''::b:md'~: ;Attm·nf:v:: ':t:J.tecl in opc~n 
["Oltt•·j· i·h-;t· j·j-p\i.r"i}:-r-•rc·,rl tn -·:\} i u·p Hl 1<="b .=•rr1 ;:~:'' ',;, na..-·t of 1 .. hP c:,;,·:::.e ·- in-c:hief. did . .. .. c. .. .. I -· ! r· _\ , I -· _ ..... ... L. ~ _ . I -· -• -l -· I _, , 

1 
··' -·· _, 1-· .._ , ~ . •. -· 

thE~ tr· i.:'l u d9'~ c-?tT irr rH·ohi.IJi.ti.ng UH-2 c::\:: c~ · ft'Trm c:"l.l.i.ng the? Hu.::ba.nd fj_r_~~L 3~; a 
part of her case-in-chief, on the ground that the Wife had not previously 
designated the Husb2nd as a potential tr· ial witnes s? 

Maur·eene Dees grew uo in Albany, Georgia, where she attend~d Alb~1y High 
Sc: hoo 1 ( F:. :::~;::.o) . ~:he r· ;;.'c: E! i \.'eel c\ Bache 1 m-- of F i nt! l~r· t ::; cl e~.lt" ee in Dr-- 2mc\ tic:!::; from 
vJe::.l ev :1.n Co ll. ~,r,H~ ;_ n ~1:J.c em . Gecw g i. a.~ in J urH? . l 9:~'-? ( F:. :250) . In J.C.lbO ::.he m.:u-r- i E?d 

Richard C. Buc:k of Macon, Georgia, and they h2d two children, Holly T. Buck ~nd 

HD.rolcJ El.D.kle?\. E::u.ck (F:. 251). Ml"~;. Dee~; c::•.nw 1-_r.J r1or1tgomer·v i.n 1'165 (F:, 250). 
She taught dramatics at Huntingdon for abdut one year in 1967 (R ~ 429). She was . 
di v orced from Mr. Buck in 1968 (R . 250). 

Morris Dees was born in Shorter, Alabama and grew up in Mt . 
graduated from Si.dnev Lanier High School with a dioloma in vocational 

1'1ei gs. He 
a.g.r·ic:ul tun? 

in 1~15:; (F.;. 11LL~~·). h--icw to l·: i~; ~.w::\duat.icm ir·: t.h::\t YE'ar he m.::\nis>c\ Bevet--Iv Crum 
on Ap1··i.l 15, 19~3~· (F:, 11,~5). I11 1955 he r::?n!.:c:r·:~cl thr::: LJniver·c;i.tv of Ala.bama Schoo l 
of Commerce. At the University he met Millard Fuller, and they started Fuller ~ 

Dees Heart of Dix ie Products. which carried out variou s busine~s enterorises (R. 
1.150 ) HE' pr· c\c:t i c eel l cH·J br· i ef l\!, t.:.ut. t.hE'r· E!.:\f t E!t.. bE:c: a me full v i n··.;o 1 vPcl in Fuller· ~< 

Der::?:: ~bd '7?t i fHJ (~.; , , - r.:•U.D m. 11 ~52) . 

Morris a nd Ma ureene met in about 1966 !R. 251). and were marr:9d an August 
11, 1ri'!;,E: ( 1= : . ~~':':1). (~1: thE:• time~ c:<f the ma.!· - ,--j::;. ~J·:?. riun· is ~·JiJ:; l.i\.' ir"~l a.t the F:olling 
Hi l l ::; F: ~· ·.r : c h i ,., 1'1 .:"1 t h ~,,., ::; . ('il ::d::' clnli:!, c::.ncl -f o 1 l o~·l in c.! !: h c! m ::H-T i a~.l e t:h f!" / .i tllrnE: cl i cl t. e 1 '/ t C.'Cl k 
uo r-~?c:i. c!' . ' ! tc: E~ ttv~! - r,;· ·:. 1~~:. :::~-!2). ~·1on· i.s h:ul ,hw bO '/ O: fr·om a pr-·iot·- m3.1'Tii:1. ~J&? vJho l.i.V~?d 

~'!ith them, t·1 m· t·i~: D~!~~ ·= : , ! l i, c:eJlecl ·~~~~c:c>ot;;.!r" ::•.nd .Jc!hn. ,,.,he•, E1t the time of the 
~arriage ~ ere t welve v ears and nine vears old ~espec:ti v el.y (R, 254) . 
h·JO c:hilclr;;.:r: b·,' thE: pr--im· mar·TiEl~JE' Hull>·, ·:::.s'\' S:r·: , E1ncl Blc:d::ley, -fiiE' , 
with them. Maureene and Morris had one child. Ellie, who was bor·n 
while the famil v lived in the home at. Mathew0 rR. 256) . 

~1 .:<.1 .. .tr· een e' s 

c\l =:o 1 Lied 
in 1cno, 

At t he time of their marriage, Morris was President, 
3f1Cl sc:·:·: :; t DC k h () l r.l C?Y' o·f F'u.ll r::r· ~: Dee:: t·1a.d:: et i. n (} [}n.ju.p ( F:. 115::: 1~23t3) .· 'I H year 

Hhic:h 
~1 i. r.· r· or· 

c\ ft. S!r.. t h ~! 111 ·~\r· t .. l :: •. CJ o:~, c;r, ~1ar c: h l (I, 1 cii:.:·S). "' t.~-- ::··.r,·::;£,c: t i c:Jn ~·J"' 5; c: cw1 =: Uilkl +·.eel by 
~·1m-r- i" :: o 1 d :J.ll. of hi. ::. :: t oc: k in Fu l.l. er· ~- De•c::; 1.:.::. tlw l_c•·:: Ar1 ·~l e! ~? ::. Ti. me'; . 
Con::-or·o:\ti·:m. in e~<c:h::H·:·~i€! -few ::;toc:k ir·l the TilliE<:: r·1irrcw [CJt'"DCW::I.tic:•n (F:. 124:)). 
Morris rec~ived 110.000 shares of Times Mir~o · · st.::.ck va.lued at $a7 . 00 per share, 
for a total value of $5,150,000 1 R 1245). but ever the years its value . declined 
:;omewh,,t m. l~~::P l " Fr·om t.imr,?·-to··--ti.mr:? ~1D!'Ti.C: h :>.:: ~ ; old ocwti.or~:: r.:o+ hi,; Times 
Mirror stock for v2rious purposes. A large pbrtion of the proc:ssds from the sale 
of Tim~:; ~1i.r·-r-o,- ::. ~.:oc\:: H:>.:: i.rlve,;ted i.n t.e.:-:- ·fn:,E:? muni.c:i.pe.l bor1ch (F:. 1::258--1259). 

F:t .. om J. q6E1 t. h~-- ou•;.l h 0·:: t. ob ~!t .. , J. 97::,, t. he -F "'·m i l ·/ \'E' ::; =:uppm·· t. €·'C! e:.: c: l u-:; i v~:l v b'l 
r1or-l" i.::' j r1c: ome ·f !''om t hc--?:;o? i. nvr,?,; t mf?rl t :; . Bc~·C.J :i. r111 i. r1 CJ i. n De: t cJb E~r-, 1 c_J·:--:;~. th i. '; i nc:om~? 

be~.lc'.fl tc1 be '''LIL>p.l E!fll'":nt.F.-!cl hv c\ 5;.:\l :~r--v -h--om thE: '::~out.herTl F'cJver·t '/ L.::,\•J CentE) r·, ~·Jhi ch 
MDr- r· i :; h :<.cJ ·f ou.r·1 d •;?cl ~'a. I·-]. i. ~,?r· t lvlor-1'- i.::' An ';~'·JC~, .. :;. to :r r1 t E~1·· r· Dq at or· i. €·?';: F' l. • E:-: , t34) • 
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{~t thE! time of thE! di•icwce~ ~lor:n<:: ', , .. r,et 
~=-i~L~-~d.i~tL~~CL?L· Vi:?.;; $3~E376,029 (F: . 125:2, f?t :;<:?q~: · DE?f. 
231l. His annual income exceeds $230,000 0Def. Ex. 
$160~000 annually 1s deri ved from municipal bonds 
incomE! t .::,:< (D~d. E>: . :!tn. 

\•J or· t h . ~~~l?~~~~L_ __ ~m~~Cl ____ tlt?!_ __ g_x!_Cl 
E:.:. E36 - t37: ~iti.oulaticm, R~ · 
76-79l, of which more than 
upon which Morris pays no 

Although Maureen e was subjected to a number of degrading sexual episodes by 
Morris dur ing the marriage which will be discussed hereafter, neither Morris nor 
~1a L.tr" c~:?fi •c? :?'/0?!'. w o1.rl t eel or· ,;m.t.~J h t :!. cJ i. vcw c e un ti. l r1m-r- is e:; t a.b 1 i :;h c~cl hi.:; per· man en t 
relati onshio with Vicki Booker McGaha in August of 1977. It was Morris' absolute 
refusa l to give uo his mistress~ whom he was suooorting and whom he had made 
pregnan t, that directly caused termination of Maureene's marriaoe and forced her 
to inst itute these divorce proceedings. 

I r·, l~u~.lll "' t, JC177, ~1cw , .. i <;; tT i eel · thE'· II l,k, i ·::>E'r .. ,h unt. c.::•·::;t:• 11 l r·: B i t .. m in ~.1h am, c:•.nd 
bec ame acquainted with Vicki Booker McGaha. who was a member of that jUrv (R. 
1459). Thereafter. Morris and Vicki beaan a sexual affair which has still not 
ended, and which was the cause of termination of two marriages. Followi ng their 
meeting i n Birmingham during the Weisenhunt trial in August, 1977 Morris had 
:oe::u:>-l. ,.-·::?lo1.ti. c:·r ·: :: V.'i+:h ', .. i.c:l::i 01l: ClE1k ~1oun t .;1 :i. r· , ::::1.:'.'.1.: "! F'a·l:: ir1 :;t·•e:·li:J•J Ccnmtv (R . 
1.4b 1). IJt<:! r:· ,- ::~t t\'i ll E! Hol i d.;·,.,. 1 r·:n , thE! Hol i ciEI/ I ,-,n Ec\'::t. t.hE! c:C)\'E't"T:Dt"' , :;; House 
Hot e 1. '.<.r·; d +: ! .. 1 "?1-ioh•:J.nl J c:dH: ~:or1 ~1ot e l (F:. 146 ~~) . Tl10? fir· s. t l.:r- i. D 1:. rE!. t h c? took 1'1 it h 
het .. \'IEt·c:. ::\ .;.0'-'.1· c' ::•·i tr·i D to thE·! ~~c.::,_;url CoLw:tt .. . i" i ,., Lclui ·::i Etn:\ cw. "'' 
(~pr·i 1. j_C)7fl tr-.· .. 1·1611 --·l fi!:.':':). Ir·: (iU.~Ju::t, 1°7::;:, '.'ic:i:j iDi.f"t!:?cl r·k·!'"r· •. :: 

Gem q i :\ , 'cl r1 E: r· e c: 1 .. : E! ·:: t :··. \' t:! cl \•J i t h 1·, i rn o:d:. t h <;·! H o l i c! "' / I n n (F: • l db tl) • 

motor·cyc 1 €' in 
i.n Columbu:;, 

f1D.U.i'":"Hi€? fil'"';l.: four-;cJ out :!.!JDUt 1·./ir.:ki. VJI1G:·n :;he-' httJ::;. C:Df"ti". ?c'tc:'.c.! b y ',1i.cki':; · 
husband. wno 3ubs ecillentl ; turned over to her !ette~s that Morris had wr~tt~n to 
'.,' i. c: k i :H: ci t '' o (::· I'"I:'UJI" cl i rH!:: Df c: m1 \.'!:?r· :; .:J. t i o:. ;~. i:_ 1·, '!.'!.·. !''1on· i '; h .:J.cl h :'!.d with 'h c: k i ( R. 
·3td-· ::.'·t:·=! 1. ~1r . I•JcC-i::,.h:::t di\'Dt"CE'ci 'hc:ki ~1c:C-i:::thi:t lr"l r-1 .::\ '/ , l97tl, (F: . Jil.~ . cn . ArClurtc! thi::: 
time. 2t Morri::' request. Maureene met wit h Morris and Vicki ~t th~ She~aton 

Mount ain Brook Inn to di scuss the situation (R. 358). During this conversation 
r1on· i :: 1.·. c:· 1 cl l''li1.ur- ":?(:?!H~ t h '.'.!. t h 0? VEl c; in 1 ovr: v.• :i. t h '.,' i d: i , t hi.< t 1:: lv,:·v vJdfl tc~cl to be 
togethe~ . and they didn't care if they had an;thing but a shack with a dirt floor 
i. f t h ~? v c: m.tl cJ t:,.::· 1: CJ ~Jt?t h ·:?r· ( F: . 35t3) • r1mT i:: to J cJ 1'1a.ur- E?E?Il e that he :J.n cJ Vic: k i lo.Jer· e 
c,:)C!i n~J t c:o l i '/':.~ t •::C}E'thE-!". ~H·:cl thE!'/ i:JtE''/ i"tOC'E·•c! :::ht:! \•JCllll ci Uf"tCIE·:r· :::tEtrtc!. t·1EtLWeene 
lee.r-r,<:?cl i:h:Jt th(:' 'JH:.Ji r· h:!.cl been ~lDiWl or1 :;inu; (~• . ..t. ~Ju::t of 1?T,. (!=:. 2t30-2E3l, et 
seq). In later conversations Mc:orris cried and told Maureene that he loved them 
both . and the.!:: " 1/icki. h:t.c: ,;uc:h bc?au.ti.ful blL.tf? !'?\/~~:; :md ~;he C:<!.ll :;•::?i:? r · i.~Jht thr .. ough 
you'' rr;:. :::.b(l ) , r:-Dllc;•,.Jir;ci thi·,:; tTt E·!E!tirtc;J~ ~1c\Ut"'E!er-te ·=:ppar· .::,tE!cl +1 .. c rn 1''1or·r .. i<:; fo r· the 
f i r· :; t t 1 m c~ an cl f i. l r,? cJ t h r:? ·f i. r· :; t :; u i t f or· cl i. v or· c: '=' ( f~: . :::. 6 1 ) . 

A ·f t er· ~·1 :.>.t.J , •. ''? er1 "' 2, r-.cJ r1o !'T i. :; h acl been .,; c? D ::~1·· c:. t ,,? c! for· a.b out f ou. !'" 
Morris teleohoned her anc! said that he hacl made a mistake, that 

to :;i:.: 
he clicl 

l·~c~ek:;, 

love· 
M~ureene and W3ntecl her back, and he swore nev e~ to see Vicki McGaha again (R. 
282). To assure her of this Morris arranged another meeting amonq the three of 
them as Joe Lev in's lake cabin on July 3, 1978 (R. 367, et seql. This meeting 
was bi: arre. In 2 three-way conversation Morris could first ask Vicki to state 
hoH rnuc:h sh12 lcvr:?d hi.m . . :'rHl he I·'IDL.tld +:tlr:?ll hHT• to M<nweE?n!::· to :<sk her· to ,;tate 
how muc h she lov9cl him (R . 367). It was as if he were staqing 2 contest to see 
vJh o l o vc~ c] hi. rn the rno ::. t . After· a 

I' . 



• 

lf?ncJth \' C:DI1\!;?r·c:,:~.l:. i.ur1. r:Ju.t· · ir1~~~ ~~ hi.c:h ~1cJr · r·i.::: hcJ.cl_ ,r:_p.ko?n hi'-' :;Dck:o o·ff. he :J.r1nounc:ed~ 

"Alr-ic_:~ ht , I'l l t E~ll /UU ~J ir·l::; mv Etn::i\•Jer· '.'Jh•:! r·r .. ).c!e!t my s;oc:~: ~: ·:J r· :. " A-f-t.E'r-· tC~king -:m 
in Drdinate amount of time putting his soc ks on. he got up~ walked around behind 
them, put .:'.n ;;·.r···m em E!E:c:h c:rit··I ~ c:~.rrcl . c:eremm r1ou:::l\' :::t;,d:.t:'d, "I t~;ll '/OL( thi·::: day~ 

~) u.l \' :3. 1 '7'7'.3. I . t··1CJr· r· i. ;; Dc-:r::::: ~ c: :1.r·, ' t l. i. '-if: V.1i. +:hou.t c?i. ther· or·, e of \' Ou . • 11 ( F:. 36B) • 
(-it th?.t poi rrt, l'i::~ur-·t:!ene ·:::;:-,i cl. "I'll tell \i•:Ju Hhc:tt, ')i cki, \' DU c::-..r·, h EI \' 2 him. " (F:. 
36t3) . 

In reso onse to these statemen ts by Mor•is . Maureene n1a de it clear 
that Morris could not have them both . that he could not remain married 
live 1•1: 1:h 1/1. c I 1. ::tnc! t h::d. t·~e rll'_r ::, t illi:\~ "~ \.'~· t·. ~:: ::rl ncl on E" ~·Et\; ot· ·;,r·rother-·. 

onc:e EtQi:\i n 
to her· and 

At the 
He? 

het
old 

c: onc: lu::ion of the mee ting . Mor~is promised never t o s6e Vic ki ag3in (P. 282). 
told Vicki that he and Ma u~ee ne hacl rec:onc:i led . an d that he could no t see 
ar1vmcW€? (F:. 1::::':~7 \. 1'1DITi. :: hi.rn:;':'l·f U:sti.-fiecl th .=>.i:. in i·1:?.ur·ec·?i''1:2';: pr- ~?·;;enc:e he 
Vic:ki that it was all over and that he wouldn't see her anymore (R . 1357 : 

f·1orTi. ·:: ' tJr·omi.:;t:?~: d ).cJ not la.:;t_ J.m\~j. :'.\J.I.:hDU.di ~1:?.U r-t-?c? lif.-? di.d rr't ·knm; it .;, t_- the 

t i mE:' , l_§!_ ~~~~--:Lti.E~Ci ___ t~~Q--~~§!.~!.l~~~--}.E~L~!.~~ h E' t" E! ::; u mE! cl I : i ·:: r ''-' 1 at i on ::: h i ~) ~·J i t h ') i c k i ( F: . 1 :., :2 3 ) . 
r~~~-_t~t~~--;~~~r::L.i~~tG'lL~~?.U~.Cl, he f ou.n d him ~;e l. f un :>b}. e t c:· t. e r· min a. t e thE· r· ':? ! . . :J. t i. an sh i p ~~ i t h 
Vic:ki. in ~esponse to questions by his own atto~nev: 

D. ( B·: ~1r . [i··,.TTrE~) NmJ. q i VE' thE~ r::c~ur .. t s:DmE' j uclqE!mE~r·rt .=1b out 
how manv times you attempted d u~ing 1978 and 1979 to br eak 
off vour re lationship with Vicki Booker? 

i\. Oh. oo:;h , :>.bou.t c ' \iC~r· ·;,~ mor1th I'cJ O:i.'.\'. 

off and on ~elat i on shi p. 

( ~\ t . F: . 1 ::. b 7 ) 

I t was a continua l 

A . ( H '/ MD n · i ::: ·' ·:! E! ::; c:r· i b i II ~I De f e r1 d Et II t ' ~; E :< rr i b i t 1 (13 ~ "' l E~ t u~ r 
·f r·om r1or-r- i. :; t c:• 1h c: k i ) l~e l.l . it:; :•.n u.ncJ :<.t eel l c-:t t f?r·. think 
i t. \'1 E! :;; i n ,J Et n Lt Et r .. "/ Cl f 1 c17 C) • C"l n d i 1: b E•. S' i C: c\l l V cJ E' ;:; CT i C) ~~ cJ t. h e 
c:D ntinuing problem of we ought to end this relationsh ip . I'm 
t.E'll i nc.1 hE~ t- th,:tt I cion' t r·"!c\ll '/ tf·ri r!k 1: · \' E! ~.IDt the ·~:tren~rth 

t o :>. n d I h1 i. :; !1 ::he vi o u J. cJ do i. t. h r-? r·· :; c-2 1 f . II 

* * t 
(f~+. r-:. 14::--4) 

Q. (By Mr. Sm ith) Let me ask you if you said this or ·this in 
sub::t3nce in r~ s pons e t o a ouestion by Mr. Bvrne. 'I 
at t. E~ m p t e cl e 'i E' t .. y m em t. h t. o t~ t .. e a k of f n"r"/ t .. e l "' t. i em -::; h i D 1·1 i t. h 
1-..'ic:ki. '. 

A. I think that woulcl be a prett y accu~ate statement be-fore 



•• ." l·· ' 

M or-· (' i ·~ : h c). c! t:. f.·: r:· r .. : :::. u D p c~ ~~· t. i n ~:J '·.,' i c: k i ·::::. i n c: ~t , ~H: E:! ~-· ·:.:! i \·' Cl t~ · c E: f r· D m h t-:· ~-· h us: b C\ n d i r1 t?1 c•. 'l ~ 

1970, ?nd he cont1nued t~ d o so 35 the v c: Dn tinu ed th~i~ afJ ?ir· ev en afte~ 

p r· Dni i ~: i I: C_l !•1 .~\ 1 .• 1f"" €' ~-~ fVO! i :·: ..) L' .. ! \/, 1. q 7 ::! 1:. h c\ t J:t··~ ~,, ,.,_ f . .f. ·c• i ~- · \•lei oi C)\' e ~-· .{: C!r· Cl DC'cJ , r1m·T i ::: 
a. cJ rn i t :: t D h ::<. \ ... i_ • • ·:J ':: r· CJ \' ;_ cJ •:.? cl 1.: h c,; + o l ~- o Hi. n ·J :o 1.. 1. ~:1 CJ u , .. t t c '--' i c: 1:: i cl 1 . .1 r· i. n ~~ t h ~? r.'? 1 e .' e 11 - m c:r nth 
pE!r ic!(l 1 r·.:1111 il\i''.·.· 1'=r~' P 1_ \ ·~r· ,: ~~-~c.J h J··hl'·c: h, F.~'7C! (F: . l':/lll, ec' t. •;;>:'ql : 

~1;·' \' .'.(' , 1 C•::'l;) 

~i 1_1 r .. ! ,:.~ -.::· • l. ~.! 7 t? 

~~-~--~1 .Y .... ~~j ___ L5~i'. ~-~~ 
.Ju l'. ·so , 177fl 
nu ,;J . ::~.~ · . 1S17::1 
nu.,~l. 27. 197t3 
::;ec! t.. :?o, 1 Cl7 El 
No•J. 27 ~ 1 '?7 t3 
,}cHL ~~~~.. Fl7C) 
~1 ::'.1'" c: h. 1979 
Tot. c:l 

T-1 . ~.50U 
~:~()0 

1. :::uo 
LS~Q~~ (,:tfter· "r·E!CC!nciliri~J" 'rJith 
1, ~-! 0(1 ~1:.11.\I '"''? E:>nc-: ,}ul y 3nJ) 
1 • ':::.oo 
l. 6:~::i 
l ~ :~(l(l 

:-5" 0(10 
~5 ~ 000 
;;;_j_~~(,:~~ 

(F:. 1:_;(1,,:; ). In ::'lclc! i ticln , t1orTi-=; lOcirlE!cl '-/:i.c:ki 1'2!:l . OOO~ C\t ~:l/. int. Pr"E! <:it~ t.o 
her· tc:r purchase her fo~mer hus band' s inte~est in their home at th e time 
divor·c:E' (F:. 1~; ::u. 

ene~ble 

of ,her 

I n Novembe~, 1978, Mo~ris finally admitt ed to Maureene t hat, notwithstandin g 
· t. he prom i ::: S! •:: I:J: E1 t hE' h ciCI mc-·. ciE~ i r·1 ~~ u l '/ t. o c:'lt::- .~··. mlon 'h c: k i e:\n cl t"' ec: cmt: i 1 e vJ i th 

M ~' L.t r· "' ~: r·1 "' . he h ,,, cJ c CJ r1 t i r1 u r:? cl to ,; e r:: 1J i c f:: i. i r1 B i. r· m 1. n ~l h ·:<. m , that :; h r:? v,l :J.:: then f i v e 
months or egnant with h is chile!, and thi:lt. he wou ld be gDing tC! Birmingham in .:~ few 
davs to b e with her wh ile s h e had an abortion whi ch Morris was p a y ing for CR. 
3bLJ.). Ci i\:T t h e r·:E<:: t ::;i::t/ ctc-:.v =;. r·1.::'1Ltr"e€!nE' c:m·~ cll.'.clec! thc'lt ::;.h e :::inn::<l··/ could not 

?ccept the situation anv longe~ . It was ap parent to Mau~eene that Mor~is was not 
going to QC! stop s eeing Vick i, ancJ Maureene was nC!t willing tD live in .:~ 

::itu.:!.tio::or·l Hher·e ::h!:? l·•ncvi for· ::o. -fa.c:t th.:o.i.: h':?!'. hu::b ::o.nd r·eall y h:!.d. in eff~::ct _, two 
wives rp d 1 ~l . Morris was suppDrting Vicki and hacl been ciC! i ng s o fDr almost .:~ 

VE?ar·. He-' i.Yc' .,,~1.: ~:d '·h. c: l::i. li.k e a l·, i.f e, suppJ y i.119 i! l.l of h er· fi: r1::o.r: ci.::o.l a.nd ~:motional 

n eeds. He was there when she need ed hi m. He was spencli n~ al roC! s t. half a week 
go ir·1g b::,c l:: .:J. r·;cj -fe:>· 1.: h t D E: i.,··mi.n~l h:J.m ' thiD Dt · -~ht··•,?c' ti.mes " H[~'c·?k, ,,_ttempting to 

clivicle hi::; timE' l::E't\·J2E!r·; ':.hem (F::. 41 :~ ) . In .J=·J·:ucit"'/ cw FE!bt'"UEir··/, 1979 , Mclur·eene 
tole! 1'1 DI' TJ:O 1o.J~ d L ;;h E? cuu:!. c! <s i.mpl v no lcmg&: r· ::.'.C:C:[?pt: the:? si.tu .:J.tiorl_, and tha.t ';he 
was going tC! leave (R. 385 ) . FDllowing this c:C!nver s ation! Morris st.artecl tr yin g 
to ind uc e Mau~eene t o e ~ ec u te c:ertai.n ao~eements <which Hill be discussed in 
dt:>t.=: i~ ;··lt:!t"t!E:ftE!I·) l:. h~\ !:. I;JDUlc! pp~·mi t E'aC:h o-f 1:.hem tc:o hC\VE! · <::.E':<'ci:=l-1 n:~lc-1t.iDn<:; \•Jit.h 
ot h E·t · p a.~- ti E· :; ( r:: . 3::::::.) , l''la.u t .. r:?r~n e r· [~·f u::.r:?cJ t r.:: :; i g r·1 :J.n '/ Df t h l;?':f::· :1cJ r· er:?mE:n t :; ( R. 
387 ) . Whi le tr ying to induc e her to sign the se agreements~ Morris CC!n tinuecJ tC! 
tE? l. l. ~1,J.I...I.I' . £:<o: n e: th :.<. i.: he: 1 .::vecl h ::~ r· ?.ncl th :;;. i.: h ~? i·JDI .. :. l. cJ ';top ::.Eeei n q './ i c: k i ( R . 390) . 
Howeve~ ~ he did not. stop seeing her. During this periDd he t oo ~ Vic:~i ancl her 
child r· :~ n t•:J ti ·;,;:· b::.].l(;?i:. i.1·~ E:i.l··mi. n ~Jh :1m, il.r1cJ ::p c~n i .. t:h':! l'li.~Jht :!.i:. 1

,
1].cki' ::. hCJu:;~;? (Fl . 

~;.c;o). H ~! 11\'"'+:. 'hcki in 1'-l<e~'-'J CJt-·lPc-: rJ ~; {m· t.h t.! ~;u~.::-~ ~- E:m1l in ,J ::mu ::;~··.,.~ .. - 197CJ, \'-/her E! 
t h (;? y :: p (:' n \". tv! D cJ :<. / :: 1_: D -:Jet he 1.. ( F.: • 1 4 7.-::-. ) • 

n::, 
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In March~ 1Q70 Maureene left Morri s for the last time. and sh~ has lived 
::;ep <:\r· ::·ti:. €! E•.rE! ,:\p .:.:r t f ~-- ·:l1T1 him evpr· <;; i r·: c: e ( F:. :y7() \. : · t·1mT i::: .=:nc! ') i c k i 111D\'ed into thE! 

\ '_! (·:,. ' 

familv home i n Mathews (P. 370) . Maureene ~omme n ced the present suit on March 8~ 
j cnq 

Followino the final separation, Morris open l y continued h is relationship 
H j t h 1v' i c: ! : i. • T .::•. k i. 11 ~J h i " d :' u. q h •: (:7 ~ - , E 1 l i f:~ • I'·! J. t h h i m • t·1 Cl l' ' r· i. :; 111 •:: t Vi. c k i. i. n Los 
An~_IE!l ~''" c r·1 t· 1 ,:~ ~· · ::h 1. 0 . 1.'~'7'=-' (F:. 147~)) . t·1o~·r·i ~: ,:•.rJc! '.'i c:ki <::.t.::\ /~·cl i r·: .:\ hotE!l \•Jhi l E! 

E 1 l i. G? :o 1_: ,.,_ -,~ r:? c! "'i. l: h :<. f r· i. r,? r1 cJ ( F: . 1 if 7 5 ) . H "' i r·, t !'' D cl '·' c: E? cJ Vi. c: k :i. to f:'C 1 J. 1 e 2. :; '' F' at '' ( R • 
1475), an d after l e av ing Los Angeles the three of them flew to Las Vegas together 
(F.:. 1'1-T::; ) , T!H~v t·1:HJ onl.v cme t"Dom for· thr,; th t"c'~-? of thr:?m, b: .. .ti: f'IDrTi.s cla.imed that 
\)i c: L::i ~: =·· t up ?.1 l n i ~.! h 1:. i r : 1: h r~ h o t e 1 l o b t::r y ( F: . 1.4 7 b ) . 1'1 mT i ;::. t. m:• k '·h c: ki t o the 
l'Jhit~:: 1-i m.t::r:' :;i~H:ir:q of th>:? l::i' - .J.~:l,·E~J YPt. F''E?:E:>:? Tn:?:d:)• on Ma.r-ch :26. 1979 (R . 1518). 
On June 4 , 197G, Morris took hi::: daughter Ellie, and Vicki and her family, to the 
Gr·an cj Hotr:?l (F . .l -f.~'?S') . 

In F9bruary , 1979, Morris Dees realized that he was in 2 precarious legal 
position. He had been conductinq an affair with Vicki McGaha for almost two 
yea~s; she had become pregnant by him and had rec eived an abortion which he had 
paid fc,r: he was supporting her and spending most of his time with her and 
planned t.o continue to do so; and Maureene, who was fully aware of all of these 
fac:ts, had stated that she could not tolE!rate the situation any more and was 
leaving h1m to i nstitute divorce proceedinos. To protect himself in the 
impending litigation, Morris had to find a wa y to neutralize Maureene. In 
F: eb r· u :.u· v , ~ c;·7(). ,,_.ft. er· r·1a.lll'· e~::r1 f? in f cw med ~1o! .. l .. 1. ~= th 2. t :;h C-? \'Ia :; l. e ::. v i. Wl hi. m ~ MorTis 
wrote out an agreement, which he showed to her on 2 Sunday afternoon, and asked 
her· to :; t .:;. v E<.r: cJ l i. \'~? tJ \' t hi. :; 3.~J r· ~?!:?mr.:.:n t: ( F:. :: : t:::~) . Th i :: a~J r· ee?(r:en t_, i. cl en t if i '?d and 
introduced as Plaintiff's Exhibit 30, purported to permit .the ~arti es to lead 
seoarat:e live5 but stav married, and pro0ided that thev wci0ld hot hold anythi~g 
against eac h ot her that ~ad happened either before or after the date of the 
a~weerc1 t' n t (F\ . ::::tJU Hw fi~ · ~: t ::uc:h pur·pcwtc,' Cl e~ll''e?!':ment Wl. E::. ")0) pr·ovided in 
pE\r·t. Et·:::. f c)l l D \'J ·: :. ; 

"l•Jt·:E' !. E'i:'t ::: U· 1 E~ '/ \r~orTi ::: .:•. I"1C! t·1Elut .. E!ene) f ~'~'l thc-:t. U~E~ '/ c:;,::r·! bE!-!:.t~!~

i','DI · k t c:> h'''·'·· cJ :>. mcwr:? c:ompl,?t'.2 d.r:cl c:. ::. ti. ':fy'J.fl~J . r·eli'.tion:;hi p in 
the i ~ - illi:\I'T t .:·'.CJE' .l -f thE"/ hc\VE' i:"\f"! C!p >:'!'l 11\ .:::\ rT i C\~jE!! i, E'. , \-JhE!r e 
':?:'.c:h .:J::r!_:\' , h•hil;o' ~:till li.•iirl~l tocF~·t.:hE?~-- :J.:: m<m ancJ t-Ji.f •-? , ~~ 

h~~~~~ ..... L;) _____ t!.5',!~§~ ___ _r·~~~l-~~tt~~c~~~t~~- [~ ~:. __ ~'!.ttti ___ tt~~~--~~~·J~~l~:.tt§~--~:.~:!:~J-._~J.t~~,~~t : _____ ~:..~~i~~L 
r_:_ t: L :=~ t ] ___ ~.!-~~-:.~ . t~~ .. l:.?,. ___ c,:. ~: 'L __ u~c~:d_?_t ... ~~L.---~~~~.: ' .~~i:':.L __ L c~L~~--~~QIJ.C.~~t . . . ' ' 

Dur i ng the t ime that he was discussing thi~ agreement and urging he( to sign 
J.t , Mor r1 s c on i.:i nu ecl t o t el l Maureene that · he loved her and tha t he had stopped 
si E~ ~~ i n ~-~ \.! i r.:: k i ( r;: .. :::, ·~) () ) ~ 1,·J h i c: h vJ c=. =~ C\ n o t h E~ r· 1 i ~.:~ .. 
agreement which Mo~~is cJraftecJ because he d i d 
ag~eement, and con t ains this provision: 

P!2 i nt.iff's Exhibi t 31 is another 
no t like the lano uaae of the first 
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... .'I·· ' 

( f ) T h 10! () cl r t i E! = I,:~UJ _____ ~:~~~~~~~~~~~~g_~: ____ _?, ____ t~t~t~~~--"~f\~t~1C~§~~~----~li~---_i~c~~:§:~l~20~ ____ LcL __ r~~JElCfL ___ tg_ 
c~~ l. a tL~l.C~~;_tU.J.!.? _____ .~!Ltt~ ____ CQ.z~0.Q.z~L2. __ ._~~.t ____ tt~§.L __ ~~[~[L~~.iU_t~: ____ :::~~~~~J-----~~.~~~Cl ____ _!~Q ____ tll_~ _____ [LQL n t _ __g_£_ 
§.~~iL5~::0~5lUJ~~~L-~~~:~~~~~\LL~:U\LLflCl~!.tlLP~:._j_L_ttl~: __ m:~:~L_~:~~·.t~:_~:._;- em cl 1·1 i l 1 r·, c! t use t h e ::; e 
n:~la.ti on~:h i.p '; a.q0.i.n ::t ea.c:h other·~ ir, the fu.tuT <:? , in an y c:our· t of 12.\'i for c1ny 
purpose. Th is is imp ortant because it is the beli ef of the parties thaf during a 
recent traumatic: time in their marriage when divorce was contemplated both 
parties were fearful of the other party using past extra-marital r elationships 
between the partie:: to gain some a dvance in the divorce pr oceedings . 

( g) The parties agree that if their relationshi p ever has to be cl i s;=;o l ved by a 
Hill er1ter· the 

c:hilcl custody 
cJ i. v or· c e ~ t h <i. t 1.: h ''! p t' · o c: c~ r:? cJ i. n g v< i. l l. b c~ n o f o:~ u J t .- i. . C-'! • , t h e p a r· t i c~ '; 
proceedi ngs with only the issue of financi al re s oonsibilities and 
at stake without these is s ue be ing af f ected by the past conduct of the part i es. 
Morri~ agrees that Mau r eene should have custody of their daughter, Ellie Maureene 
Dee:;, c:hm.i.lcl th e? pa.t·· t:ic'" [~ \iE? r· :;r::par·a.te. Thi:: :1. ~n · er,:mc-'!r1t . ; . ~1or:r-i.:: believe:; is 

i mp Dr· t cH"l t t C! £-'l i m :in c\t E·' E<rY·/ c! i ::; tx us; t ' t·1c\ut"• E'ene m i ~.l h t h a r·b m ·· ab CJU t t'1C!rT i ::: ' de::; i r· e to 
r· E? m o v r:: [ 1 l. i. •:? f r· c rn hE~ r· :l n t. he' (:? v e r1 t of iJ. cl i. v Dr· c: "' • 

Maureene had no part in the prep aration of either of these agreements · (R. 
~Y?2 ·· 3C?3) . Th E?V V<f:• n ? p r· ~?p :JT ':?c! <:;o 1 e 1 y by r1ot'T i. co o'.'"!Cl pr-E? :;<:?r1 tr::d t C) h !:?r· ~ and :;hE? 

refused to sian either of them (R . 387l. On one oc caison Morris accompanied 
Maureene to Maurv Sm i th 's Dffice and Maury tc:lcl her in the pr esence of both that 
he woul d not ad vi se he r to sign it <R . 398). Even followino that time~ Morris 
C:CllltirJUG;'d to U!'"'~H'? he?!'" tCJ <::iqfl the? tl.~Jr-~?f:mc?nt \F;, :)C?(::) ~ \•Jh i lc? ;o.t 1.-.hc? ,;amE? time 
tell ing her that he wanted her to h2ve a sexual rel ationshi p with someon e else, 
and encouraainu her to have sexual intercourse with other men !R . 3Q6) . In his 
cl e p 0 =; i t. i C! r, ( F' l . [ :: . 1 02 ) ' t1.~~~~u-~~ - -§~~l0~i .. t~=:__tt~~~L-:~~L ____ tt~i.?!. ____ LL0~f.~ ____ t~~?. ____ ~:~ ~~?=~ ~: - -~:~~f:Sl~_\r~~l.~lL~~~l 
tll~·~C:..~~.!:~~~-J~ g_ __ t~~~~~~~ --~:~~L:tiD.!:~~i.tl.i.I:~~~--~LLLb__~~ttl§?_~.:.. .. Q~~~E· or· . ,1:: ho? put it~ hr;: '' :!.gr-E?ecl '' that 
::;he mi ~.!ht. Uoon deposition. he testified 20 follows : 

(At Morris' Depo. Page 246 ~ questions bv Wife' s Coun sel l 

A. w~ h~d discussed it - - l e t me answer the question . 

Q. Well . you are not answerinq the ouesti on. 

I am going to answer it. 
;;~~:ci~~.~~rx~~~~l . __ t.t~d~-J~t~~~--~~~l~lt;U:~~l:::~~~--?~f.~;~~----~·~Ltt • ___ .... ~~t~f~~:2::.~:~~- ---~~ ~:~§: __ . __ ~.~.~~c~t§:il 
tq~_ '' 

* * * 

0. You aor eed that she could? 
(~ . [ ;: ~\ct l '/ . 

0. When did you agree t ha t she could have sexual intercour se 
wi t h other people? 



• 

(-~. F'1·· i. o1· to r,,\·f.~n d r· a. \'I i. n ~l up thE~~;·:~ a.~~~·;.F:f.·men t ';, L-~~~U~~~~L~~-~~---Lt 

~lr~~d· .. L> I h ::~ ·; E~ ::\l r t:' "' c\ y- s; ''' i cl 1:. h "' t -.· .:;·, , , . 
D. l\lh en did you -f it .. :; t or· ally aqr; ~,? G? 1:h.:.J.t your· Hi. f E? ,, you r 
1 cH•Jf U 1 \•1 i f E~, c: Cll! l d h cl '/E' <;;.p;.: UC\ 1 i nt E!t" C C'Lit" SiP \•1 it h other· p E~OD 1 1?.~.1 
A. About a dav before this agreement Has drawn WP --
Cl, This; \·IE:<:: ·:::ome time i r·~. F t:'br"u::tr··.,<' 

0 . And it was one day preced in g the first agreement~ 
fL i'4ppl··o:< i m~d·.r::l y ." 

((it p 'lC] ~? ?'cj ::. ) 
"C). \' r.J U ~Tr C 1;1 ·;:; j·, E.' ( 11 "' 1..\ 1 .. E~ ~: r·r E') k r·r E~'tl :;d.:• C1U t '/ Oll i:'.n C! 1.Ji C k i ·:·· 

(::; · f!~~.~.:.~Li:.. __ Ltl ~' --~~t~~l~~Ll .. ~J-~l., ___ ,::~c~~t--~~tL~ .. -~.~~"-~-~L, ___ ,, ___ iiC~--g_~~i._~g_ __ tg __ ~.~~~~~--·-· ·ttL~~t. 
~:t.c r_ ~l .... L.~~i·,i .. ':L .... t1~''~.'-~~~~.~~E~~~'·---l .. ~.~QL __ i_L_j~~l~.\ .... t~::,yx~- -~~~~'!l~~~·~~l~L~--{~~~.\ ____ ~'!i~c,_L ___ t~~ 
t~~~~~.~~--~~.~~.\ ..... ~!.LttL.~ ....... ~.!.~l ... :'Ltl~~-"'Q. __ i~Cl.~i ... tli~~,~~~· -· -~~.~!-~.~ -· - ·---\:!.Ltt~---tt~~~QJ~. l\ll:o · ::a. i. cJ 
that that n io ht at the bar. 
D. That was clear and unmistakable? 
(~ · (:1_~~-~\C ..... 5~~:~ ~~-·---~\r:~IT.ll .. ~~t~\L~:~~L§~~ .. 
0. Yo~ encour·aged her to and i f there was an ybod y 
A. ]j ___ /~!~L~: ~·,U ___ tt~~lL_·~~Cl.~~~~~~~~~~,~ls~ITl~~Cl_t_ --~ · 

On March 4 . 1979 , Maureene walked naively into the trap which Morris had 
s~t. On that date. she flew to Washington, D.C., where she met Brian O'Daugherty 
(R. 576 ) . Ma ur eene knew Mr. O'Daugherty in connection with her work on the 
National EndoVJment, and he was the Director of the Media Arts Prog r am (R . 341). 
Morris had told her she could see anyone she wanted, as long as she was discreet 
!R. 578 ), and her flight to Washington was booked under the name d f Bett y Foster 
(R, 576 ). Maureene and O'Daugherty had dinner together on the night of March 
4th, an d retu r ne d to her hotel room (R. 578 ) . When they Here in 
Morri s and a Montgomer y private detective, both of whom had been 
bathroom, _; urnp (:·d out a.r1 d :;L-l.l'· t. ed t :J.k i. rHJ pho t o~n · a. phs, Mm-r- i.:; 
substan ce as follows: 

bed together·~ 

hiclin~1 in .the 
:;a.i d >·wnl in 

'
1 I~ 1 ~- i ·;.!h +.. S:· i '::' t ~~~·, '/ DU I;IC:1n t t~CJ c\ d ;_ '/Ct' c: E~ • Now ! wa nt one, 

bc~C:'.'.U.':.c-! I'\;e CJDt v ou \·'ih ~:r · ~: I H::>.nt \! D U . 
11 (Fl. 5t36) 

Morris was acting crazy, and Maureene thought he was going to kill everybody 
i. r: :; i q h t . H F~ t c:, l. r:J h "" r· t h :J. t h e h :l. d f i v C-! d c-! t ~' c: t i \ '? c: h' i t h h i m ( F: . :~ c: :2 ) . H ~:: h i t her 
and gave her a busted j2W . (R . 592) . He then started writing somethin g on paper 
h 1h ic:h hr2 then ~li'. V e her· t.D. "i~J n (F\. 4:22·-42-S). Thi:; documc-?nt, ent.er·ed unto 
evidence as Plaintiff's Exhibit 43, was a s2paration agree ment (R . 4231 . The 
agreement prDvided t hat Morris was to ha v0 custody of Ellie, the parties' 
ni rre- v ~'=u· c:rl cl cl.;n.I. ~JhtE!t". J··1.::·:llt .. f'E->nE~ 1clc:\s: to 1·ec:E~i 'i '=' "2::,, 000 c1l i mon/--i n -~Jr·o<:;s; upon 

+: h ~? 11 c-!:: ~:: ·:: 1...1 t i. Dl-r '' ( :: i c:) c!-f c•. cl i \I Dr· c: E? ~ '"'' cJ t h i.?.t i. "'~ dcJcJ i. t i Dr\ ·:oh t' V·J:J.·:; to r· ec ei v~:: 
$1,500 per month as alimony for a period of three years from the divorce. Under 
this ag~esment. Ma ureen e relinqui shed al1 c lai m:: to any r~al es tate owned by 
Morris, and agreed to r et~rn to h i m the diamond ring which he had qiv en to her. 
The agreement recites that, althouuh i.t i s e~ecute on March 5th in Washington~ 

D . C . , i t 1cl i 1 l b E! n C! t Et t .. i ~~ =-' c! b \' .::: n ~i l "' b "'' m "' n ut "' t .. / ( thE~ cl e t e c: t i .,_, ~~ :' ,:·. n cl "' h ,:, l l b e 



governe~ bv the law~ of Alabama. Maureene ~1a~Rd the aqreement because she was 
a. f 1·· ol i. cl n o 1:: t o ( 1=: • !J ~: :.:; ) • • ._, '' ' · 

After returni ng to Montgomery, Morris ~sked attorney Paul Low ery to handle 
tilE? d i vor· c i'? b ,, ,; C'?cl up on 1.: h (::· hot~? 1 r· Dom "-CJ r· c~•::•rrt•c?ll t. ( F: . .112) • 1~i l t h ouo h he k r1 et.·J that 
Maureene was alread y represented by Maury Smith. Morris instruc t ed her to go to 
Paul LDwer y 's offic e for this purpose \R. 427) . She declined to ~o this, and 
l ater Paul Lowe r y came to the house where Maur0ene was staying, wit h papers f or 
h f.-? I'" t C1 :::. j :J n - t:J U. "1.". ~: h C? l'" E-? f 1 . ..1. ::; (7? d 1.: D d 0 :; 0 ( F~.: ~ t:1. ~? f3 .... ,q ~~ cp ) • 

Appar ent l y in a last effort to induce a settlement with Maureene . Morris 
later t old her that he w2s sorry he had the photograp h taken in the hotel room, 
that he ~hould not have tak~n them, and t hat he wanted her to have them (R . 426). 
H P rJ ,, ' • r::o "1- t·1 c:. ·· i· ,, 1·1 ,_, t·· I'' i i· 1-, i r1 r.: ,_ r· 1 1 , . t i n n ·::. i· CJ rl '·'" ·I· , . n, • t- ll•:' m l.·. ~ .. '. l. 1. 1·. r·, r,.l ,1··, < ... ·.-_, 1'. ·t.1·1 :.• t.. i.-. h &>e_·, "' 

-- :. -· " -- • • I -- 111 .. -- -- ~ ~· ·- ' -· ' .. ~ L -· ..... - -- -- - -- .. . - - ·- ' - - ~ .. ... ~ - .... , - 1:,: 

\•JE~r· E' t. he cml \' c: C!~' i E~·::: q:;:. I! 2b) . HE' ::d <o:D •;I c'!\'€~ t. hE' en·· i ~J in .::d ;;;. i c1 1··: f''cl c: DWi ·of the 
hotel ~· · uom •J.cJr-~?c·' fl!'-?f'1t" ~:; he to1··c-? u.p both f:? f'1J,~Jc:<Dc?:'. \'~ithou.t lookinq i nside (F:. 
426). Morr i s' statement that these were the onl; copies of the ph Dt C'r;_l t· c'!p h ~; 

=•I·_ thG? tr·ial. 

maureene was literally force to file suit for divorce in March, 1979 ) 
because of Morris ' obstinate refusal to give up the mistress who he was then 
c;uppm· ti. n~J i.J.nd Hho had i:Jr?c: DmE:· p1··c·?~)na.nt. b y hi.rn. l·lov."C?Vf:?l'·, I'I,:H.II'.(7?f:?IH? cli.cl not givE? o.tp 
h E!r· 11\c\ r r· i c\~:t E! C! '" <::: i 1 '/. 1''1'· i cw to 1'1cw· t·· i :.:; ' pt!r m;c,n en t i n vo l vemE' n t •,"! i. t. h thE! Me Gc\h C\ 

woman, Maureene had endured a long series of degradin g incidents .whi ch evidenced 
~1orT i ~;' ··/oo- .:\C i ':!u ::: :=1r·, c! ec: 1 E' C: tic: :::E'>~ u :\l appet. i t E'. ':;inc E! ear· 1 ''/ in t. hE' it·· marT i e~r;_1e ~ 

M o~ris repeatedlv bragged to maureene that with his looks and his money he could 
have any woman he want e d , and he c ons tantl y br agged about women propositioning 
hi m (R. 350 ~ et seq). [Some insight into the s i ze of Morris' ego is p~o~ided by 
h i ::; lE!t.te t·· of .Je:H"tll.::-lr·y 22, 1SI79) to " H<:1m " Jcwd <:ln (e:\ copy of \•Jhic:h he sent to 
Vicki), in Hhich he makes application to be appointed Attorne y General of the 
United States to r eplace Griffin Bell, giving as one of his principal 
quali.fic::<.tions thf::· ·fact that " . . . a.ll. mv l.i ·fe, I 110?.'/f:? been a. \•Ji.nne ,.· . " (F'l. E:.~ . 

91). Later in the marriage he repeated l ',' tol d her of women that he had had 
sexual i nterc our s e with during the marriage \R , 354). He said further that he 
enjoyed trying to turn on gay people e~nd he e xp ressed a desire to he~ v e an 
experience with a gav (R. 354). Earl v in the marriag e, Morris gave her a book on 
"Clp en t·1e:H·T i =~~.! E~" ;1r·1 cl ::; t d .. t t~cl enc: our· ar;_1 i ng h ~·'t· · t o h ::·,···,'€·' :;:. e::~ uc-d i ntt>rT our· :;;e \·J it h other 

' men ( r:. 41 q_,tl ::o) . Du!·· i. n ~l 'I:. IH~ ved.r· Clr" :;o aft f:?r· t h >2 \' v.ter-c-? marT i c.:: cJ '' Ma.u.r· €~en e b ec: am e. 
C:\\~ar- e th .::1 t. h E~t-· hu ·:::b a! cl >'JEI·:::. h .:-1'.' i ng c1r\ ·elf f ::~ i'r- 'cJ i t. h .::•. 'cJDOlclr·, n c\lllE~cl Bed: '/ l_or;_J .:m ( F:. 
4:-:iEl ) • Dtu· i. n ~l tfH~ '; 2 me p 1::•1'· i-o(J , :::hE·? b E?g ?J1 n~u~ i v :L ll ':1 a.n on yrnot•. :: tel c:: o hone c: a. ll s 
concer n i ng her husband and a bla c:k woman in town (R . 459l. 

A. ~~~-::~nn~~ .Jjj_~L~· lr1 hi ::: dr:?pc:oc:iti.on, r1on·i:o :.cJmi.l:" that i.rr the? :;p1·i.ng of 1973 
01orT i ~; cl f'! p CJ. p . T7 l , m·· cl,_w in ~J thE! :;;unl!l\E!t·· o+ l T 1

:::. r:t1orT i ·::; ciE!!:::<CJ. p. ~! :j ) , hE! h acl 
:o.n a.ffa.i.r· v,ti.th Di.D.nn~:: Hicl•: :;, .:o. i'1oiJ:i.l e l.s.HVr-?r· V·.tl1D VE\" \•Jo~· ki.nq {or: the Sou.ther·n 
f=· ovet- t ·./ l. .:o•.', 'l CE'Ii t ~!r· O·kn-T i ::: ·::k!p D. p. 2:~ :1 • 1-k: h Ctd :: e < \•J it h h et·· clw·· i r·r ~.1 "' c: E1n oe t.r- i p 
down the Tallapoosa Rive~ (Mor·ris deoo . p , 25), and als o in Brewton wh ere they 
were working together on a trial (Morri~ depo . p . ~6-27l . 

B. G~,J~.t~.~~-J:~~UC~~~tt~ In u·, ~? f a.ll of 1 ?7 4, '''<::' '"~" i:: tJr· ou~l h t t o t h £:· + .:Hn i. l. v horn e in 
t·1a t h E!\•J·::; E1 J i 1·· l n ci !T:E!c! C: .~\t h·/ B~'nr·: ~'+: t 'cJh D \"li:1 5; ::\ 1:· ::• .,.. •: !·r c:• l c:•q i :o; t \•Jh D l·r ,,\cl \·Jot·· k E!CI ~J i t h 
~1 m-r- i. '; em :; '" v f? 1·· •' · l. •:: :J •:; '.·:· '; ( h: . 2 ::34 ) , S h e '"; L1 ';'c.;· cl i. n ':: h E:· i. r· h om f.? i. r·: 1·1.:<. 1·. h r:? \.···' ',:;..... f or· a b q u t 
i:\ \•Jeek, clut··irr~J 'cJh ich ti,liE! thE:: ··/ l· ·rac! Bobt··/ f<E~nnE'c!·/ ':.hE! r·e .:\~: c\ ~!ue ::'c (F:. 2tl:.•l. 
Maureene wa s suspicious of her husband' s rel ationship with this 
C:'inc! l c\ t E!r !•kw r· i :; .;;elm it. t. E'C! h ,0\.'/ i f"IC! ,:-o,n Elf f E\ it·· \•J i !:'. h h t:'r·· ( F:. J. ::;.25) . 

.:1 :i. 1· 1 ( r~:. 
r·1ot• r i ~· t. () l cl 

286) ~ 

~~~-· 5. 



.-

DeE~<:; th,;-,t hi:: c'.ffai r 1·1i l:·.h hE·'t- \'Jcl'=.i C'\'Pr· i ,-, Dec::!ml,,:,r, lq7•l, bu+.. ::J·,E~ l <:1t.et- found 
... : I . ~ I 

that he and Cathv continued to conduct an aff~~p in Atlanta where Morris lived 
+cw a pE'!-·im! c!ut·in~J tJ·,E~ Jimmy Cc-1r·ter· c::'.!llD::·Ii:~~~'~ (h: . =~tl7, ::~~~1). 

C. J-~~~-U~t:L_h~~n~~r~~· I r1 the~ fa. ll of 19' '7 ( r-::. 1-~;lt4) , 1'1or· r· is: ::>.n cJ ~1a.ur· een e held a 
L.·i t. t l e The 2 t r· C.' p E1t· t '>' "' t t. h l" i r·· home. .::d:. t E!f"l c! E'c! !:::· '/ Dr·. f;:oc..1 E~ t- :::, c\ Mont gomer·y 
phy::ic:ia.n. :J.rid hi:: l'~ife ,Judith, hlhO is 2. u · :i.rnif1::>l. p::ychol.ogi.::t 0~:. 292, 1344, 
1345). During the party Mcwris admits that he took Judith into 2 back room of 
his house, whil:: the party was going on, and ha.d intercourse with her <R. 1344, 
~~S>3) • 

D. E~~~)-~lr~d:~--~O~~::~Y-~- In the ·::: ~Jt"' i rr~J ' 0 -f 1. T' ~~: ' r·l Dl" t" i =' i n 1/ i t.E~ cJ t. [) 1:: he house DE! b or· ah 
Levy who worked for the American Civil Liberties Union in New York, and the man 
~~i t.h \•Jhom <:ihE! J. i ·-,~~!cl i r; 1\le.\·J Yew!::, f1i c:ho-1<::'l Ci .::\Ei=:; \F. 29~!, ~~(!:::.). The Sout.h~rT1 

Povert y Law Center was considering starting 2 magazine in opposition to the d~ath 
penalty, and Morris was interviewing Deborah Levy for the jOb- of running the 
magazine (R. 301l. She was not hired for the job. but she and her boyfriend did . 

_N isit• the Dees home in Mathews for several day s on two different occasions (R. 
301). In Aug~st, 1976, Morris and ma.ureene took them on a canoe trip down 
r·· i v E~ t·· ( F: " 2 (! ~:~ <>:) :::, ) . (~ f 1.: e t· '~;up p E! r· , t hE! y h .:;1 cl Ei 1 l ~.! em e t. o be cl i n ·=. l E~ e p i n ~.1 

when Maureene woke up and found Morris and Debora.h naked, having se~ on 

the 

ba~J=i, 
the 

sandbar rp " 306 ) . Morris turned to Maureene and insisted that she have sex with 
the other man. (R. 306). Later Maureene went back to sleep and woke up shortly 
before dawn, and found MDrris and Deborah having intercourse again right next to 
h1~r· (f(. ::::on. l'.Jh:i.l.!:o· l1iJ'>'irHl ir1tf?r·co'..w~;e v1ith Dt:·llcwa.h, Mm-r-i::. l.c~axled over· and 
kissee! Maureene (R . 3081 . The next morning Maureene objected strongly to the 
night's events and stated emphatically tha. t she did not want anything of that 
naturT tc! h c-;p~:<~'i"l .:1qc\il1 (F;:, :::::091. The follm·Jin~.l month, in ~3ept<:~ mber- , 1.97/:..1~ s;he 
cHHl Mol·· t··i,:: v~r,~nt Lo l'k'v' Ycwl: fo1·· a tE~nnis tDul··r·,amc-?nt i1ncl to ta.kE~ one-? of the 
chi ldr en to a special school in Boston (R . 3l0l. Over .Maureene's objections~ 

Morris insisted upon vi::iting Deborah Le vy 3nd Michael Gaas (R. 310). While the 
~W Dup \>./E1 ::: h Ei\' i r, q d inn S' r ~:.-·:)~,IE!t her· in <:t r· E!~;t otw·· em t r1.::-1ut- een E!, r· <:'t ,_,r n i n c1 f t-om the 
restroom, overheard Morris and Debora.h making plans to e together the following 
afternoon (R. 315l. Later when CDnfronted with this Morris admitted havinq ~uch 

p l a. n ~; ( F: . ·) 20 ) . L '·'· t !;: r· i n 0!. c Dll '/ E? r· ~; 2. t i CJ 11 ?. m u r1 ·~i 1:. h f.~ f o u 1~ o ·f t h em , ~'1 D 1'· r· i ·:; stopped 
the CDn ·· . ·;::~t -· ·:::. :;ti •:in in the mi dellE~ clnci ~;c-:i d to r·1i c:hciS:•l C~iEI =i "l' \'E' . .ju::;t C!Ot. to tell 
you this because I feel bad about it. I ~ant to tell you that DebCJra.h and I were 
plan 11 in Cl to ~.! D Df f· th i ·:::. ::1ft. E't" n ocm <:'.r·, cl makE! l c~V':! .::·.r-,cl jus; t ,,.Jo-:n t t. C! t e 1 1 y ou 
that." (F.:. 32~~). Thi.~:. ernb0J.1·::.,;::ecl M:nwE?C-?ne a.ncl mc:Hle her· hwiou~; .:F:. 3::'4). Gas 
respDnded that if that's what Morris as here to do he should just get up and go 
do it, following which Mor~is and Deborah got up and went into the bedroom v<h er·. ~:: 

they remained for about. forty-five minutes (R. 325, et seq). Whil3 they we~e 

~lone ~1a.l...ll'" €~E?fl :'~ h ''·'·cJ ::e:: u ::,J i.n 1.: er· c: our· ~:e v,li th r1J. ch:JE:·l. ( F;. 32{:.) . {\f t er· ~~a~ d nor· r· i:; 
left the ::•.p:':'1r··t.f11~'['!t, t-·~'t.Ut"T!E~c! i. !l .,;-tbDut t.hi t··t·/ :ni r·,u1:.f.'<:: :':'inC! hit t·1i ·~:J·:c\t:ol ill the f ci CE~ 

(F;:. 327l. 

E . t~~~0l§~}_~~--ti~!C~~l~LUJc · Morris planned a trib to Kent.Gcky 
:.'.ll cl i r·, vi. t ~~cl ~·1 ::u.1·· '~(:~n E~ t D ~J o h' i. '1:. h hi rn, 



k n o~ ing th&t ~ he could no t go because f C) !' . T50). 
Over· r·1<:<w·· €'<=:' n t:·!' ·:: ob ..i E! C t i en·," hE! t. oo k 'tJ i t h f·, i en:, or , 1·1:~ 5: mot. cw c: vc l e. F' ,:,m \:•1 ,:, Hclt- m·J it z ~ 21 

lawve r wor king f or the Southern Povert y Law Cen t er at that t i me ! R. 331). He 
cit .. ove th E' mot c.>t .. ·:: ·/ c: l E! .;-,r .. , c! 5:he t .. o cl E! b E'h incl. h im from r·1cmt ·~I Dmer· ·/ · t Cl l<er1t uc k y ~ e-rn d 

they were gon e for f our qr f i ve days, dur in g whi c h they shared the same hotel 
accommod a t i ons CR . 331 - 332 ) . 

F. Ct~§~C.1.U~--~i~~U_Ciil0l~~c~ __ !ctl_f~0lfl~L§~~~I,._\§l1J_ . Cln i~U~ I U= t ! 1 ~ 1978' rt~< Ut"E!~'II e clnd r·1otT is' 
tenth anni versar y , they were having dinne0 a t the Watergate Hotel in Washington~ 
D.C.~ .?.ncl ,:,fte~-·'tJE<t .. cl i·lc\d cit--ink·::; in the bat .. (f::: . :::. 3;!., et. SE!q). Ir: thE! b::w·, t hey Sc\\'J 
Charlie Springman , who Maureene knew as a Re g ion a l Coordinato r f or the National 
Enclm·HllE'n t o f th e {H·t.s ( F: . T::: ~!) . ~)hE' h<:<c! tc!l. d t'k•rTi :;; th.:<t. ~; ~:· 1·i r-,~J'T' ::'n 1·J<=1=; ~IE1',', but 
Morr i s had ne ver me t h im. Wh e n they saw h i m in the bar, Morris suggested 
inviti ng him over for a dr i nk (R. 335l. After a while, to M?ureenE>'s suprise, 
Morris sugg ested t hat Charlie come up to th e room with them !R. 336 ) . In the 
room, th e y drank wine and talke d , and Morr i s u nb utt oned his shirt t o the wai .st. 
!R. 336:•, C: h ,J.r· l:Lr:? l.:r-i. E?d to l. r:? a-'-Je? sever·a.l. ti. rn E~s but ~1or-r-i·::; \'llD t .. .l.l cln 't · J.<:?t .him. (F\. · 
~'::::.7). F i na ll \• r·k<rTi ::: r:•rop o·::;ed th<d:. Chclt-l i E'STE'flci i:J-• €! ni~_iht. ~~ith t.hE'm (F:. :::.37). 
Mr s. Dees pro t ested , and put on he r robe and ni gh tgo wn to go to bed (R . 337 - 338) . 
Soon Char l i e ancl Morri s werE' in thE' bed nak ed . wi t h Maur E>e ne i n th e mi c!d lE' wit h 
her go wn on !R . 338-3 39) . Spri ngman a nd Mo rr is hug ged an d ki :;·:; ('!d . ::~rl d r1or·r· j s 
triecl to ge t Char lie to have relat ions with Maureene, but. ::;p r i n ~-' niE<n ~~as; 

ph ysica llv un ab l e t o bec a us e he was not inte r ested (R . 340) . Ir·i fact. no onE? 
rF:. :::All. 

~:;pr· i r1 C.J ff::JI; k ~ - ':; :: ''7 (J !'1or· t .. i. :: ' IJ(:-? rl i. :.; . ::J.r1d i. n ·f ac: t , r·1c:·:· !'. i. ·:= c: ocnp 1-::J.i. r:ed ·1.:!·,-:J. 1.: he bit him 
.omcl t h .:1t. i t hu~· t r: r;: . :~AO) . 11orTi5; ki::;':;<::•c! .~ n q mo-;n or·, ~;: p t--ir,~_lll, =:·. n ' ·::: penis; (F:. 
311 1 i. .'~ft: er· a. !J uu.l.: t:hi. t· l_:\ mi.nuto?:; thc: y all VJ !:>r•l·. t D :.;lc."ep !F(. ~A :! ). t~hen Ma.t.weenE? 
~~ () k E! Ll p t.l H:·! rt E' : :: t ill CHT 1 i l .. t Cl , t'\ •:H'T i ':; \•'i:1·::: ~.! C) n E! ( ~:: • :::-4 =:: ) , bUt ~3 pr· i n g !Ti ::HI \•J.oi s. S ti 1 1 
'"·:: l '"('?P i. r: t h f? b ~' cl. i~·f t H . -f i. \iE? or· t E?n mi. n u ~- (;: :: !··k·r·· r· i :; ,.-et ur· n eel :?.rl d ·f ou.r·t cJ ~13.L.i.r' een E? 
~rying. He apo l ogi ze d f o r th e i ncident and sai d that hE' would n ot let an y thing 
like th::J.t h:!.ppE:•n .::J.qain \ F: . :3 11:::.) . ~1DI'·I ·-i:; cl!?n i·:::; p;\r·t~: of thi" r:~ pi•:.; o cJ E:, he admits 
its essent i a l f eatu r es: Morris admits that he inv ited Springman to thE' room !R. 
15 71 )_ : l:. hat r·1a i.H' !:-?!;?rl!'? put llrl ~~ lliCjhtCJDVm cHi cl t·· c:,I:J"? i:'rHJ got i rli: D b('·?CJ (\;: , 1537 ); th'at 
t·1 otT i ::; q cl t i n t D l:> •:::·• cl ~~ i t. h n D t h i n g bu t. h i =' u n cl ·:::·! ~- c: l o t h E' ::: on ( F: . 1 ':.· 7 =:· ) ; a 11 cl t h at. 
::} p r· i. r1 c_J m a.r-, ~~ c:• t:. i ,-, t h ~? t) !'? cl n .,,,_ k e cl ( F: . 1 :=:; 9 0 ) • 

Ci . tl~~ ~Li_~~~- --~~t?~~~=J::~:: ':l~it~t~T . H D l 1 '/ Bu c ~· • , t" ,:\ u r· E! ~~ r·, E·~ ' ·::: cl "' u Ci h t. e r t:• / c< pt-e v i ou s 
m :1r· r· i :.\ C)£~" i :; r.-? i. '~l h t F: f'?l1 y f? .;?. ~--:: o J. d ( R. 72t3 l . ~)h •:? ~ -~ <J. ~: :;evE?n yr.-? .;' t .. :; o l cl ~~hen h c-:r 
mother and Morris married, ancl she has li~ed wit h t.hE'm in the h ouse at Mathews 
fr-om t.:h<:? r·; Lmtil. the.:: sr?p::u·aticm (F: . 72t3l. Hc:: U y tr-?::~_ifi.ecl that, ir·t thE? ,;LJmmer· of 
1977, Morris attempted to molest her in the fo l lowing incident. (R. 7291: One 
night Ma ur eene a nd Morris were sitting drin king wine 2nd discussing a case Morris 
was tryi ng . She was wit h them . ArClund ele~en or twel~e o'clock MaureenE' wen t to 
bed and Ho ll. y sta yed up with Morris discuss ing th e case. Mor ri s kept offering 
Holly \•JirE!, s ome: CJ ·f \•Jhic:h .. she ::~cc:~!ptecl . At t·l ~ · rt·l::· ' -;:,uCICI€' "oti c' ri, t he; 1<1ent outside 
t o the pool, a nd he su g c_J e sted that they go for 2 swim , but Holl v w~s tired and 
declined (R. 7 31). She went to her r Do m and th en went i ntD the bathroom. 
Lookin g out th e window , she saw Mo r r is i n t he bush es beside the ba throom window 
1 ooki rt t;_i i r·, o:.:. ~:-· ::. l ) . She:• '""' i cl "t1Dt'T i ::; , i ·::: t. h ::•. t /C U", but hE! '::'.::•. i cl not hi n ~J .~mel ~--an 

3Wav !R . 732 ! . Two months l ater, s he ~as. a s l one nic_Jh t ~nd Mor r i s entered her 
~-- oDm f t .. D ;T, E l l i E'' ·;::. ~-· •:l C!ili , 1:. h t- Duq h t hE' b <:·.t h t- C)Dili . h ''-·' ~·J.:, :; : in hi ·::: un ci E't .. I ·JE·' E< ~-- .::\n cl he sat. 
on t he bed wh e r·e Hollv wai lyin g on her s toma c h -f a c:i ng awa v fr om th e door. He 
touched her on the b ac k and woker h er up . ~ e told h er that he h ac! b rDught. her . a 
present , and he oresent e d her with :1 vi brat or. He plugged it i n and said he had 



b~··o,Joht i. t tc:> h,:,:!·. H•:o pt ·oc:':'f:'d':?d tD r·qb it. ·on ho:·r~- ,.l1=:;. ~:k and :;:Ji.d, ·'' l_c_,t mf:: ~:.hovv you· 
h m·J to u ·=: "' : t" r F:. ·r;:·.~;:.) •:;b €~ ':>C\ i cl t. h ,:-,t.' ~: nul:. '' c~c:;;• :;: ::: ::~t·· '/ ~ but he. :;; t .::~r· t ~~d to r:-d c\C E~ 
i. t bet. \'-JP.'? !-, her· l •c?(_! <;:. v .. :h E?!"; ::h f:· r· a. i. ;:.r:?cl h 0?t.. vo i. c: !'? ·. P.'i .::! '-' ''· i. d r·1 Cl 1 Due! 1 \/ . H•.'? t h c::,rr t OCJ k 
tht> vibr,:,tcw ..:me! l<:dt: (f::. T~A). nll hr~ h::ld on i•J E•:O> ::·. pe:1ir· o+ bikir1i under-\·Jec-,t· 
·:;hor·t~; (F:. 7 -~~.ll). 1-\lJ;::<•.Jt t1-vD hDu.~---:o J.ate1·· ·' <:=h!'? h:·;.cJ f:::.J. J~:rr back 3.:=.1;::,t;p a.r·;cJ h"-' came 
b E1C: k i r·, ( F;:" ?:::::~,) . !-k~ i:::t 1·· ClUCl h t. thE' \' i b r·· :'\ t CH' \,1 i 1:. ["; him, p l U~J ·~I E'cl it in i:'irl cl =.;E, i d 
;,g :'.i. n, 11 i__,::t me c: IHlhl y-ou h ovo~ to u:;r,' i. t. II Hr:: tr· :iJ·:·d t c· :;h ov1 her' · E\C] ~i.i. h b '/ putt i. n g it 

between her leg~. but she ~aised her voice again and he stopped" He took it and 
le·ft .;~:;:, .::-:.::5). ~:)h e,? did not hell her· mother· c•.bo,_ll thi:; inciclE?r·:l: until the 
s;epc-wc-,ticm \·Jher·, th€?/ moved •:lut Df thE' t·1c\the\~::: J··,:Ju'::E' •~n the sp~· irr~.! '~lf 1979 (F: . 
7~.b) . 

H . thl~:~r::.t~~: _____ E~h.\th~r~§~----r~.~:~h.\~lt~t~~r. .. ::t[~::l_.s\~~. Karen Sherman Dees is Mor ri s~ 

daughter-in-law, who is married to Morris' ·:;on ~::; ccmt'?l'' (~1or-r-i:o. III) ··(p; . 345.). 
Before Karen and Scooter were married , when t hey were eighteen or ninet een, which 
wa:o three or four y-ears ago, an incident occurred on Mother's Day at the family 
home in Mathews rn. 3 45 ) . The Dees had Karen and Scooter to dinner at the house, 
3.n d t h e v cook c-:•d O!...t t ( 1=.:. :::,.q.s l . t>Jh i. l e Sc: oot. f::r· .,:;_,-, d !"l,J.ur· fo?!~·n E? v<er· ':? c J. •:" 3.:1 i rr CJ up 

washing dishes, Karen and Morris went out to go swimming (f::. 345). Five or 
minutes later, Mau~eene and Scooter started dohln the path toward the 
Maureene in front. As she aDoroached the gate, she could see Morris 

pool .. 
,::,n cl 

a.rrd 
ten 

\'ii t h 
1-< .:~t- err 

starrdino with their 3rms around each other with no clothe:; on, ancJ Morris had an 
brection. Maureene immediately turn ed and tQld Scooter that she did not want to 
go swimming and the two of them headed back to the house without Scooter having 
,;eE'r: c:m ··;tr-·,i II~J (F;:, ~;Ll7). L.Cii:.E'f ' ' c\t"~~n c\l'id r'\cwri ::: ,-·eturT!E~c! ·ft· om th~' pool ~ fully 
cJ r- c-? s 5 e cl , ::·. n d t h •:" q r· eo 1 ... 1 p ~: t .') v '=? d i r, t h f:? cJ e r1 f Dr· :?. 1 i. +: t 1 f.~ v..: h i l e? ( F: . -~, D c;· ) • r-1 or·· r- i. s g o t 
up and went to bed , and Maureene iOined him 2 few minutes later. While ly i ng in 
the bed, Maureene looked up and saw that Karen had entered the room (R. 349) . 
She didn't have any clothes on but had a towel or sheet wrapped around her (R . 
:::::JO) . ~3h;;:· c::J.rni7? ':l\/ 1·:'1'. ='.r1d •Je>+: in th~·:· bE: cl on f1Dt"t·).c:' ::;i.df:! (F.:. ~_::~,0 ). Nothing · 
happened, but she remai ned there for about ten minutes, and eventually got up an~ 
J. E? f t ( F\ . .·;~ ~:; 0 - 3 ~j 1 ) . r·1 0 r· ~ - i :; t () 1 d r12. u r· f.e E? [I e t h :?. t h f? : u. :: t c 0 u 1 d n ' t 1 .. 1 r1 d E?r ;; t a. n cl w h y s h e 

c:::\me in the r··oom U< :::.:51.) . 
I n 1.9?4 .:;·,r;cl ~T/.~:, Et-fter ~1-:=,LtrE~s~ne hc\cl be·~:C!mf.~ ci\·Jc-,~- e o+ s.wnE? of t·1on·i s' 

infidr.::,litir:·;;, ~;h!'? h:J.cl tv;~D br·i·::e·f ~;e:-:ual. l.i.a~; on": c~r·lc? v<i.th Char· l.·~?::. t·1ot··gan, wit h 

whom she was co-starr-ing in a Little Theatre production, ad the other with Steve 
Denton. who was visiting in Montgomery for a ten nis tournament. 

I 1.' . ?\m~U ~1U1T ---- ---------------·--·--

r; . J~b_.g_ __ It·_~!_i~L ___ ::1.bL~t~l~~- ---f~_L£~.i . .cU .. _~~~ ---t1.C'!_~t __ f~2.1_r.~.~~-~~1_2·~- --f~_g_b~-~?.~_f.t -. .. .t1.L.~~---.f~.L-~~-~~~~~J~i--~lr~ 
I f the trial jUdge's decree is al l owed to stancl, Mor-ri s will have succeeded 

irr discarding his wife of eleven years at an unheard of bargain cost. If she 
r··eceive::; it, t·1::,ul·een[~'~; ''Etlinlclr·r/···in--q~-- c,::;::;'' \·Jill ;:D·=t 1·1e<t·r·i·::: E!>:<:\c:tlo· :U:~U~~~-[·.§~~~~~~~Q.t 

~~LJU.~~--t~~t;:.~L .. \'!.Q:'~1.ttl .L.~Lr· ... i!t!Q~~t ... ~i ~!g : :tlf:~LL~!Lt:!L~ . .!.n~:c~!~r!~:_.L\=!L~--~iL!t~--2~~-{~~~ ~ arr cl it \\'ill b "' 
fully tax deductible . The jUdge has madt> it entirely possibl~ that he wil l not 
even have to pav that. Alth~ugh the t0ial. judge denominated his $120.000 awar d 
i'\ ~'· 11 a l i mmY·i ·· in -···;!r .. c:•:>;:: 11 hE' t h Efr, <;w· ,::,n t. ~!c! t·1on·· i "'' 1:. hc.? e .! E?c: t i em (\~hi c: h .• 1.11': ·::;•_!1 pr- i ;:-, i n<;_tl .,.. , 
ha:o b~en exe~cisedl to pav this amount in monthlv installments of $2,000 each for 
·five. vecH· <:: , t c:~r· m i r·' ,=:,[:. ~ E! i r·, the s!-.-/~~r, t. 1·1c-,ur .. E'€!n e. t·· ':::·m :u·· , ... i ~!-:::. ( ?H t houc_l h :::hE' f cw· f e its 
+. h ~::; a.vJ.::u· cl 1 f ·:: !r ~'} r· ''ffl ,,,_,., .. j_ •::·:o . t'l ;•.ur· '•·?f.·~n ''7 ' :; 1'?·::. t i.l t e , .. :;:;: <::· :!. \'''' ;: thE? b :1 J.d. I"!<::~;: d LH:? i ·f she 
c1 i E' =•·) . f~~: .~.t~ ___ tt~~~----~~0!.'.:~~-~~-~t __ :, ·,c :.~L ___ tt~~~- ---·t~~r~QlL __ __ ~~j: ____ +,.r.:;_~------~~r:.~·-~_tL~!L.:L __ ~~\.~L='~~~!--·--~~~~[)_~~LLt~lt~-- ?. 

[~ . ?.1.~1...=:~t.L~~---;:~~~'--=t .... Clt.:. ~.~-'~ :.:: .. ... }.t:~.~-'~-~~---- - ~!.L_ .. ~tt~~-~~L~-~~tLgn __ g_L_t~c~~---t:·.L,:~L .... ::~.·~-~t~lQ. · 
In the { irst clace, lt the trial court ccncluded that alimon;-in-gross was 



appropriate under the circ umstances, it was arbi trary and unfair for him to 
• ... : ,, ~ I 

convert t he award to periodic alimony by pr· ~ding that it woul d be lost in 
event of t he wi f e's remarriage. Periodic ~limon ; is normally unlim ited as 
amount but it i~ subjec t to the disadvantage of being terminable upon death 

then 
the 

tCl 
or 

remarri age. Alimony-in - gross on the oth er hand is expressly limited in 
but has the ad vantage of not being subject to termi nation because of some 

amount~ 

·F u t ur· e 
t?\' en t ''-'U c h .::1 :::; ,:IE:' =~ t h o t· ~-· E' m c-..r· ~- i -=~ ~-' E' • It~~~--tL~-~·,L ....... ~~~!~\U: ___ j_[L ... . tt1.§~ - - --~~t:~~~~i.~~QL ..... f~~~~-ll~~i. 

9 .. ~C'"L~~-.:L _ t! . .:~~ ! .r.~~~ - ~"- - ~l.~~--:~.tl.~: ..... .:~Q~,~~'~l.L~m:.ii ... QL~U ... Lt!.~.r: .. L . .. i~.cl ~~ _ .t! .. 'A~~ .... ~ltY..~~.o. _ _t~~c: .... Lt' .. ~~----~tLii!:.~~Y..~l. n t.~lli~?:'~----~~ 
\l~ltt~~ (and u·1 E' ,:\lcL:H· d 1·~ c\ ~; bee r·~ ~- - E'n d en?d t. ::1>: db l E' to Metur· ee m-: .=tn cl cl educ t i b l e to 
r1m-r-i:;). The?>'' !:? i:: D. b:;u:;lutr.~ly !lO loqi.c:' in Pi'D\ ... idin~J that hc?t" "d l:lmon y-in - gr·oss; " ' 
shet ll t ) €·' t.€:r·m in E1t E:d UDon.· t" t::m.::HT i Et ~_1e but ·:::h ::d 1 hE' r::•-::1 i cl i 11 + u 11 UD CW1 her· clee1th. In 
adopting this unusual provi s ion , we assume the Court was thinking of the 
childr en 's interests, but th is is not the purpose of alimony. She needs the 
monev ~hile she is living . 

E>i~' r··~ mew •::: =··.r·bitr .. ::\1"'/ ,:mel Lmt-s'=~=:c:rn.=tblE: th;:·r·, +:hE: t.er·m=; i <:: +:.h<:: I,.!_Ci_~~!_D_scj_QQ~~U .. ::{ 

~-~'Il?:.LL .. ~i.Q! ~~-~ .. ~~lt o ·f t h !2 3.1 i m o rl v a vv a. r· r.l • {';:;c.; urn i r·~ •:j :;; h •:: cJ j_ !2 "; ,_ or· l i. '/ r.~ ·::, u r1 rn d.~ .. r'· i. e cJ f or 
fi ve ye3rs, Mau r e e ne (or her estat e ) will recei ve $120,000, whi c h - e xactl y 
t h r· e~:·? c· ~:-:~· - c: r:~n t Df l\1D!'" !'" i ·~: .~ t ·:Jt. .:?.l •.::: ·::::. tat~ c~· o·f ~:- ~.s ~ ~:3 /; ·7 ~ 1)2t? ( F< L 125b .~ Dr:::·f . r.-: ;.: . B6 ~ 87) . 

It. i = ,:{t:r C!U +: 'XI!:: .. h c•.l f c:r+ t1c!t' r· i '", i [ 'I c: CllliE! +Cit' r:rn c: \'[' i:H'" ( r· 1 . [ :; . ~7 ·.~ o ' " 7Ci) • T.t~i..~~----t~lL~~c~ 

~~-LL~i~~ ~;:: ~ !.~:-~~----'~~u.:J' ~-~.: ... .. tl~~~---· ~-=.L~:~~ ~- -~-~il ~~.! ~.~~~!.~::.:~:"---~~L .. ttl.L~~- -- ~-:.5.' · '·i~? ..... LL!_~~~':. ...... t~:~----U~s~-- .... L~~=-~~---2L_~u_ __ tt!..~~ 
ti:~~:.t~!L. ~i--~~~~~~~ ~- - .>:!t! ; ~J:1 __ fi} .dr.s,~~~~--~~~l~~c~t~ .... tl~~y~~~- -tL~'.;l~.L~ .. ~;! Cl_§:JJ .. :L ....... L~l~i~~~L--~~~~i:t.~l~:,, ... S~.L __ i:~Jl-~! 9I'I.:ZL 
Morris ~i l l CQ n t~nd that the normal alimon v st~n dards do not ap o l v to hi's ~stat~ 

b E'c Etu<:: e r:~+ +:.hE' t ~'t· 111·~: ·:r+ U·1E: n e>·J ell i mcwt '/ ·:::: L:r. t u 1:. e., ~- . "'. , Ac: t t' iurnbt-:!r· 79-- 4cl6, F:e ~J. 

s~ss. 197° , exempt i ng fr·om consideration th~ Hus ban d's proper t v acquired prior to 
the mar r iage. Howev e r, as we will show in a subseque nt sectiori o+ this brief; the 
c·?:: c ep t i CJ n ·:; t D t-. 1·: i<.t pr·· D\'i. ": i urt r· >,?ncic~ r- it in •'!.p fJ l i. c: :1.b 1 E~ to Mor· ~ .. i.::' ( ~ ':; t. :'l.t e, and thE? 
pt .. e::> E! r ··~t Ell 1 mc:·r·l/ icH•I.::i~-c! mu·::::t. bE' jUci ~J E:ci in th~::: l i ~.lht o+ thE' t.r·.:\cli t.i c:rn .::ll stanclat .. d=: 
h'h i c h h 3.\ "? h ''''.? r1 i c ll D\',IO'd by thE· (il ab ,'J.ma. c: c•u.r·· t: ci f or· many 'y'!2a.r· c;. . JJ:~~: ...... -~J::W .. l..LL~t ion 
SJ_f:.._~~~~~t! ... .. ~2L ... Ltl~~-~:.~:... .. tc:.~~~li .. t.t .. ~lcl~·J ...... ~:.t§!C~~L~r .. fL~:..J.fl .. J.tl~~-----PL~~?i.§~r.~L .... s~s~~:..?~ ____ Lr:~~u-~~ ~~:t. E!L_..:tt~~lL .. ...ii~ 

· tl:~1~L~~§~.~~Cl-~ .. ..i- ~.~- --~~-u.tLtL~~~-Lt~.~ --~iQ~: .. ?:.LL.Q!~Et;~: .. ~~t .. ?:.Ll. ..... r:. i~.D .£l ... !;tl.~~ - - -tr.~t~~L ...... i..~!st~l~~-- - -·-L~~-~~Cl.Q ___ ...t..ll .. 2.t ___ §.[l_~ 
L;i.l_j__?J~§~ .. j __ ?i. .... ~~r. i_ti .. U.~~~L-.. t~~---~- ·;~r.~~~i.sL~:r· .. ~:~~u.:z: __ t!!~~c·.~~--- · · ·t.r•~i~r.•~ .... 1 .••. t:~?7 ..... r:d .. tt.~\r.lS~~~- -~!.t~_L:;:_t1 ...... tt~.g __ t_~j-~\J .. .... ..i .~~~~-~L~: 
~-~~~ -~L .. LL.i~ - -- 1 ~.~-~---~ lr. ~:.~•~ . t-~ .. 

Thes E: f c\c:tm--::: ::u-e nurnu~- <:It eel i r·~ th;;:: c:e:\:::e o+ ~l0lLHi ___ ~~~----~iDlLLtl, 
1979) . and t h ~ y c a n be enumerated a s follow s : 

1. The economic circumstances of both husband and wife. 
The oarties' future prospec t s . 

::·. ThE:' r.:· .:H·ti <:'s; ' s:t.r·~.::·.cl~u-cl of livir·1c1 ci• .. •.r·ir·lcJ t.hs:i~ .. marTi;:·;·;J€~ i:ll"tcl t.h eit" 
potent ial for maintaining or o f exceeding that standar1 aft er their 
eli \ 'DI·ce. 

4. 
1::-
,.) 

t!. 

ThE: 
Th~::· 

ThE' 

parties ' ages, sex, health and the length of thei r marr iace. 
source of their common property. 
conduct of the parties wi th reference to the case of divo~ce . 

(Ala . 

In f:~~~-~:~~~!J~ :; __ y ~---B~~<Cl~~Ut~ . 
~ .. ever· s;ec! t. he +:. r i ::'d c: Dt .. W t cl E! s: c: i s: i c:rr1 1 .... 

- ' ' 

( t~ ];? , 1C?79) , 

:::: t:+:. +:. i nD thE! 

Appeals 
\•Ji th 

res er· v '" t.: i u n :; . 

After en~mer at i n g the traditional factors, 
re:J.ched these conclusions: 

r· ··; · ~ .-·· , ; , 

f i \'E! 



ye-:'lr- :::, th"' E,moLw: t i:\\·E; r-dE~cl. to th>"! \•ii +_tt,,,-ft~om thE~ e~;i:.,::•.te· Df the 
husba nd amounted to less than two Q~r~ent of his net estate . 
Th E' 1.·.1 if €! \·1 c'l <:: "'' 1ti "'~ r- cl e cl d,> :: , ~.{I 0 ci :; Ed 1• :11 on v ~.:r· o ::s , ·~;t 0 . (! (! (! 
the sale of a waterfron t lot~ and an automobile~ part of 

f ~-om 
thE~ 

cost of which was paid fo~ bv the t~ade-in of an automobile 
s he oHned pr ior to the marriage. 

Also . it should be noted that the house the pa~ties built and 
f : .. n · ll i ::o 11 ;c;· c! cl 1..1.1 .. :i. n r;J 1:: 1 ... , '? :i. ,.. m D.t·· ~ .. :i .. a CJ F:! • :·'· :·, cJ hd·, i. c h v~ ?. s v :ll I..H? cJ !:1 ::· t. h' !:? t:? r1 

t12U.UOO ancl $14(! , 0(!(! was given to ths husband . Ths wife 
recei ved nothin a fr om this marit al as set . 

Aft e~ ~ c a~e ful consideration of ~1 1 the evidence, 

Lt~~~- -~·~tl ~~C~.!~~~~~~ ~~--~~L_ttL~~ - J'! ~~~~t~_Li~l~ ~ i. t .I : t h t? CJ p i n i on 
j_::~f:i_':! ~;n_r.:~~l

c·f thi'; 
c o u ~- t t h "'' t tt~.~~-..5: ~:~·~c~~Lts~_Jl~~--~~U:-~~- --~~ ~: ____ :~\l.l.~l~~Q'l~ __ t'l.--~~~i! ~i~L __ --~~ o.~L 
r~r:g~~.~~.~~t.:L_~tL~:L~.~.~-QL~--~2.LJ.~~2.~~--th.~C1 ___ t\'L~.i ... n~.r.:.~.~.~~~lL_~~L_th.~----s~~t~:.t~~--.-~.~~£ 
tt~~~-Ji_~\~~~~ijl~)-~l_j_~;__t_~~t~llJ_}~_j_C~9.flgmli.~t§! ___ ~:u:·,_~L_-~:tll.9\:.I.C~t~~-t~;) __ ~~C:,_ .. _ s~~~~\~~§~---~.d:-
t.t\~~ --tr:L~L._~~~.~L~--L~ .. ::;_ __ .~tUiU:~U-gn_._ II 

The Cci-:::E' of ~illli_tt~ __ ::_.~!---~~m_L.tll~ 3t)9 ~kl.2cl lT:.:s Ud.:i . 1.979). il-, .::•.n .::\losJclus to the 
present case in important wa ys and the princioles expressed there are important 
h et- e. F i ~--::; +:. ~ the ·:::ow-- t m.::iciE~ c: l f.~,,~- t. hat the •;::r~~§~ ______ t:_~:C'.'::.~~i r· ul E! .::,1 .. , c! i t -::; "' t t. end c\n t 
presumptions will not prevent appellate courts from reversing the trial court's 
alimony awa~d where the ~eco~d discloses that the t~ail cou~t's discretion was 
plainlv abused, observing as follows: 

in those instances where th e record befo~e the 
appellate court discloses that the tr· ia l court ' s discretion 
in a ma tte~ was plainly and palpabl y abused, the o~e tenus 
rulP does not prevail. Based on an examination of the 
ci~cumstances of the parties involved in this case 2~d the 
variou s factors re l evant thereto~ we are per suaded that the 
triE1l C:D L \~ .. t o.b u::'E!d it <:: cli~:c:r·etion ;_ , .. , thE' cli 'i i<::iDr·, of the 

~~Q~.tU~ __ U!i_L~:~LJ~'=L.i~~"-'!.El~~~Ltt~~~-t~U~o,:: __ ~~----~~~:~LU_:;j_§~Qt __ s~!D.Q~~cl.t .... __ ~d ______ ttL~~ 
t!. ~-~-:~~t!_~-~-u.9_~~ --~-~----b.~-~~-~1-~l-~x.-_1~_y_ . II 

The Cow-- t in ~;_0~U._t~. ob =: E!t· \'S~d t h "'' t the hu:;b .::rn c! '.'JEr =· "' m::Hl of <::.ub <:: t. :=-:.r .. , t i a l \'Jea l t h: 
that his ad jus ted gross income during recent tax vears was never less that 
~; 7 2 , 0 (I (I : t. h c·. t. h i :.: n e t '"-'J m· t h "'' t. t hE~ t. i me o ·f +: h E ~ p r.,H .. t i e s ' cl i ... / ·x· c: £! "'' ::; E1 p p r· o ~< i m c\ t e l y 
$1.7 million dollar s; that as a result of the husband 's wealt h the parties 
er·, j oyec! "' hi •;lh ::: t ::rnc! c'.~- cl c> f l i vi r·, cl th ~ .. oughout thE';_,.. rncin .. i E1t;1 E~: t. h ,:1t thE! husb ,:~r-,d' =, 
future prospects and potential for maintain ing that standard wer·e excellent clue 
to the clive~sit y a nd value of his financial holdings : and thaf the wife's futu~e 
prospects and poten tial for maintainin g her form er standard of l~ving were not a~ 

b~ight as th oss of her e x- husband. The Cou~t re~c:hed these concl ~sions: 



.-

.... ."I· · 

"B E1 ::: E' c! c•r·, ~- ''-~ .:\ :l e ~: t ,;:, t E: ::·.p r: 1··· ,:\ i <:: "' l •:: ,,, =: ~·JE: l l ,::•. '" ·:: m··, ::; i d E!1·· "'' t i m··, Df t hE! h u ::; h C\f'.lcl '. ~; 
actual in tere s~ in var ious property , a certified public accountant ~estified that 
the real estat~ holdings of the husbe~nd had 2 fair market value of almost $1.7 
million dollar s. Mo reover, the testimonv review by this Court demonstrates the 
t1usband's net worth between $826, 000 and $1 ,800 , 000 . Despite these facts, the 
wife received as her portion of the propert v division, propert v which was roughly 
valued as $150 . 000. Using the figure most favorable to the husband regarding his 
net worth. the $150 . 000 awarded the wife in terms of a proper ty division 
r-ep r·· E! ::: e r' t E' d ·~~c ~LL.L~Lb.\~:~:-~~~!~'.L_g_i~--tt~§! __ tl~~l~i~~§':U.~L'_~; __ L-;!..t. ~·}_ ___ ~~s~t:ilt~:L '' 

T h (;? C ou.r· t w(;, r\ t t:Or i t u f i. n If t h '-'· t 2--~~~--~)(~~LL~.-~U_ :{J.~~j-~!CL_~LL __ \:l_§?_:t.t~~~~-C~.-;~~~---2:.C!Q. ____ d~~--~r- f: en t 
Qj __ :Lt:~§! __ _tl~l~L~~~lC~~L~ -~: --~~?J~~tf~--~~j~~:_ __ j_~~~i . .LLUJ:~~LL E1n cl i t i ' ' CT E! Et5' t:!cl the t r i oil court ' !:' .:wJar cl 
b~v' ~l2~5 0 _1 000. 

l n ~it ,_lLl_~~::~--:~., ___ mliLt~G-~ ~ ::. ~:! 0 ~) o . ::~ cl l 0 4 l Ud "' . l 9 7 7) ~ t h i ::; Co u r t r- ever- sed t he 
trial court and great l v increased the wife's a limony award based upon these 
c i r- c: urn=: L:m c: s-:·::::: 

1
' l t i. ·::: c !. t:: 011 · t h "'' t thE·! cl i s; t i n ~.ru i •:; h '':! cl t t .. i "' l _; u cl ~~ E! , i n t. he 

matter now before this court, rel ied heavi l y on the aspect of 
the wife 's conduct. It is equally clear that there is ample 
evidence that her conduct in large measure c au sed the 
marriage to fail. However, the fact remains that the par ties 
were married for 10 years, the wife having married the 
husband when she was 16 years old: that the wife during this· 
time performed normal household dut i es: that she was a good 
mother; that she has no marketable skill: 
high school educati on; that she has some 
or emot ion al problem. 

that she has on l y a 
slight psvchi2t~ic 

On the other hand, the husband is a prosperous, industrious 
\'Cl'.H.JI;J bu.:::irl<:?c:.::; irJ:J.n. Hi·:: inc:o rm~ :i.':: c:·vE?!'" $100 , 000 a. 'ii':· .::H·; hf:? 
has t171.000 in savings ; indebted ness thereon of 
:>.p p ,. u :: i. ;: 1na.t "' 1 \. 'i'UO , 000 : J-, is h 1:~a.l t h i. ''· :!.pp :'r· en t l y o oo cJ : hi:; 
p r· D:::: ~:< E!C: t::: i r: 1 i f- ~~ ;::,r· ~-~ ~-~ DCl d. '1 

I t l ~; .:-. p p r· 1:1 p I"' i ;':•, t. •?:! 1:. u "' p p 1 y t h <::! {- ,,, c: t •:; ·:! r L t·l E·' D t:: E! ·::: c Ei ~; e t C! +·I , €! t t"' ad i t i C! n 2. l l y 
recoonized factors and ori nc iples enumerated above: 

[ \·en thouc,Jh th~' cc!ur·t :o:. h.:-tve held t.hi·:::: -f:;:,c:I::.Dr·· to 1::-E! E1 ~;i•;_inificE1nt one in 
assessino the adequancv of alimony. and even though well over one-h alf of the 
testimony in the tria! court concerned the conduct of the part i es, the trial 
j udge ca~eful l y avoided making any refe~ence to this s ubjec t in his 
o t. hE! r ~·J i :::; t:? - · l E! n •;.: j~ h ·;' + i n d i n ~~~ :o: D f f ,,, c: t. . H :1 \' i '' •;: con c: l u cl E' cl t h ,;::, t he \•J i :.;. he d to dec: i de 
the case in favor of Morri s Dees, it is enti~el v unde~ st andabls why the trial 
j U d ~I e C< m i t t. <::! c! Et 11 .... r· E>-f t:: t"' 2 11 C: €! t Cl 1: J-·1 E'' p E1 t .. t i ~' :;:. ' C: C\ n cl Ll C: t. , bE' C: Ll E1 ':: E! fj~D::Tj~~J~§~:..?~ 

~.Qr::!JL~~t _ __i_n_ .. tt~~--~~--Q~~Lt~L .. L?,q~~ ---S:2~~~~£)L_~! ~ .. tt:~~-~.L~nJL .. _.2~~c-.~.tt! ... ~\.~·: _ _i_[~ __ ttl.~~---Jj_~ltd~-----~2.f __ Q~-~ Even 
under the pernlissive attitudes of the 1980's, the course of c onclu~t by Mo0ris 
Dees reveal ed in this record must be desc~ibed as barbaric. It is not cont ended 
thc-1t ~1 E,u r·eE!ne':; C:Clncluc:t 1s; ~·Jithout blE'ml':ih , but her· f.:d lint;J'oi p.:ile into 



i ns i ~\rli f i t:;:lc\I .. IC:E' l:::•t'·~:i CIE! r1ot·l-i ;:;' CEti:Etl D~J Of ·:;;.e>:Uct} , .. ~p:<C:ESS; c\ncJ pt.'r V ~'r· :; i C)n. r~c·r·r·i ::;. iS 
C l [~ :JX J. \' 1:oc; hl D Dr;? !J f r· 0 m f i IH) !':• 1·· ··• p 0 i 11 t i IHJ • . •. r:, 

ThE·! !:uldino <:: of t!-·1i·::: Cour·t c\c!·i i::;e u::: tm, f:!\2\minE! "the ccw,duct. Df the pc\rtie::: 

~~Utl_C~?d~~iC~~::n~:-~~--!·~~~--Lt~~~--~~~~L?~~~--~~L-~H.Y ~~C~~~~~-·- '' ~; m i t h ~ ' : l.Jp r· a. Ac c: o1·· cJ i r·, 'J l / ~ \'IE ar· e to 
put aside all of Morr is' cond uct prior t o 1977, anc! t o omit further discussion of 
Dianne Hicks, Cathy Bennett, J udith Rogers , Deborah Levy , Pamela Horrowitz, the 
h omose>< u .~d Ch Ett'l i r:! ::_;~H .. in ~.\ n, o\tl! r·1 crT i :::' "; t ec:• -· d EtU~\ h t E!t"' Ho l l '/ Puc: k. c\11 cl r1or r is' 
future dau0hter-in-law Karen Sherman Dees. I nste ad it is appropriate to consider 
r·1orTi <:;' ctb•::;cdute! ~-~!'fu:;; ;::. ] (or , if h i s; D\'H'l tE''~l.illiOrl)" is; hE!lipvecJ, his; inc\bility) to 
give up his perm anent affair with Vicki Book er McGaha which st ar·ted in Augu~t, 

1977 . and hacl not encled when the trial of this case took place. This woman 
became Morris Dees' second wife in all but name: She di vorcEd her husband, 
fall r::wJi r·;~: '··1hi c: h t·kwTi ::; s.uppot-- tE'd her· up until ~:hE~ tt--i ell o·f thi ::; C:c1 <::e, by p21yi ng 
her an averagge of $2,000 per mont h. ( Ironically. this i s t he same am ount which 
the t r- i ::d _i ucl c1 E:· h Ei s E<\·.JEt t- cl E!Cl r1aur· een e ~ i-f she r E'm=• in 5 5 in c;_il e + e:rt.. + i ve yec1t- s, \•Jho 

\·<a'; tht-? ~j-~~.tLCI! c:of the? a.r·r· 2.n~1emen tl. ~1DI"t··i.c.-: CJJ.V\:? 'Ji c:ki a lov-.J·-ini:E?t·r.·?st ·loan to 
enable her t o purchase a home, (a benefit the trial judge refused to p~ovicle for 
Maureene). Morris drove to Birmingham two or three times a week and spent more 
t.han h::df o·f ;··,1:: timf.' 1·1it.h her··. He took hE!r· .:,,r·,cJ J·,E!t .. fctmily em publi c: e :-: cursions, 
and even took her to the White House on the occasion of the Eg ypt -Israel Treaty 
s i ~Jn i r·ti~J . ~lh en 1'1m-r- i <:: n::!ql.t E!'=; t E'ci E1 r· E:!C: on c i l i ::-1 t.i em. I'IE1Ur· een e t"'E' E1cl i l / cit;_\ r· eed, 9Jll....Y. 
t~Lki'E.U .. L~~t~~.r-~ .... t.t'!.i'1,t.J~~ ... Jl?:.~LX .. ~~?..~~Ql~~~LJ .. b e ........ ~:.LL!dX _____ )~\~!9 ..... ..J:' e e I·• ~--:?JJ:_Q~~ ......... Ql?:.LLD.9._?..o 1 e Qm 
P r ~l~li.~~§: ~:....J~fl __ ttl.f.~--~~~l~~tL5!LL!... 

At this point Mauree ne hacl two alternatives: Ill She could accept the 
ar ran gment and permit Morris to have both of his women,or (?\ she could seek a 
di v orce . For a period o-f y ears she had tr ied to save her marr1age by ignoring 
Mon- is' ':3~?:-: ua. l. f:?':;c a.p a.cl E?':;. . But Vicki· ~1cGa.h a \\! :'F: no passing ·~~ e::;c :i.p ,:.,de 11 

• • t1a~u=~~g_u_~ 
~SI~!_C~~~L~~C .. §:~!§:r.:~t~2~L ... ~!1 .. tt~_?.l~~-§!l:~UL§~J.::L2tfj~~:c~~c~L-... ~~j_t~i~~ti..~lCLJ:J.t~.L~~tLX~~!-t~~~Dl§~~l-~!E'J .. IJ.9..~..Ltb. 
:?..U. ... Q\:-![l~~~--QL_~~~~U .. :::.U~?.J~ ?~f::.L_f::.f.! ~·!Lci ... P ~~E!.?.iJ:~LL. .. ~:.~ ~~~~Pt~ ........ ml~~----J':L?..~;_U_t~~~~?..U .. ~~- f Q~~~.i~~L .. iQ. 
i.'~!.§~L__flj _ ~::~:~r.~~:~~L I;Je r· E'::;p ec: t f U l l V <:;ub mit t. hat r1c1Ui E!t~n E! h Etcl I?VE't- '/ t"' i ~.l h t t 0 seek a 
divorce under these curcumstan ces and t o expect that she woul!l be permitted to 
t-· E't c\ in <:1 r t:' "'· ·~:. m·· E1bl <:! p ,::,_r- +:. c·-f 1-wt·· p r·· i C!r· s t .,;,n cl.::\t· o:l r::rf 1 i vi n~.l Etn.cl L1 n EtrK i .,;'.} s;t:! C: uri it y. 
Having been th~u s t asid0 by Mo~ris i n f3vor of another woman~ it is 
unconsc:ionab!e fo~ Maureene, rathe~ than Mo~ri~. to s u-ffer the adverse financial 
con'::F::.·qu.r:?rlc'::·r:; . 

Whe n advised of Maur eene's decision t o leav e h im ancl seek 2 divorce, 
r·i·? .1l i. :c !7?cl thi'.•.+: IH•· rnur;'\:. i. rn ~H- Cl'/!•:' hi. c; l E·? ~J :•.1. pu:.: :i !.:1 r.!!1 , :1./"H:J hF? C';.'f'li. !:: :•.1.) \' <;,.,1.: 

r•1DrT i 5 

ou t to 

her to sign agreements wh i ch woulcl have e~onerated his past conduct, wh il~ at th e 
same ti me enc our aaein q he~ to have whateve~ relati onship she might wish with 
other men. Morris Dees' entire c areer attests to his salesmanship ability, and 
it. is: not. difficult to uncler··~:. t::\r~cl hm·J r1::1Lit'E'E'f":2 1.') ~\ =· clupecl. Her .. ilk\rTi.:\cit:!' \'-135 iri C\ 

<:;harnb l f.~. h r:?:- p 1· i cJ e? \'1:1~: <:he. t t r=r· t?cJ, <::hE' i'<cJ. ·;; b ei 1·, '~l pL.ib l i c l y hu.mi J. i. tat r.~d, she \'las; 
about. to be embroiled in lit igation, anc! she was being urged by Morris to seek an 
out l et with other men. Maureene's dil emma is best described bv Morris himself: 
Pl a in tiff's Exhibit 95 is a letter which Morris wrote to Vick i in early Januar y , 
soon af ter spending several days with Vicki in New Orleans for the Sug ar Bowl 
q.:\me u~:. J·1~5~i. ) 



... .'I· · ' 

I t ::: J. :: : (! 0 p . m • E1 n cl I ·::: i t. h E' ~- e ~ · ,u r1 E1 t::· l E' 
about you. I enjoyed talking t~ vou 
togethe~ we~e so wonde~ ful. 

to sleep, thinking 
toni ght . Our days 

Maureene came and I was so at peace. When I'm with you , it 
rn.:?l:>:.:·':; things E~:>si er-. ~3he l'iar:; ·=.; o hr.;ppy tD sp12nr.l <J. r.l3y ~'>' ith 

me-al 1 alone and away f~om the house. Since you and met, 
~·1 :J.u.r· !·?''.?f1 ''? :J.n d I h a '/t,; done vr?r· y 1 i. ttl. 1:> tog et h r:!~--. Som:?t i. rn e'; I 
fee!for her because I have relagated her to being alone-to 
b~ing busy with projects-and from being with me . 

In this ~t~te of mind Mau~eene thought s he could start rebui ldinq he~ own 
Pl.:i.\':'.tt.·? l.ifF? . Sh!? m:>. dt-:? th!? mi::t,J.k f? of ·fol.l.ov1i.1·rq ~1 Dr-~--i.!;' !:>>::!.mrJl!:? a.ncl ;.1.dvice; she 
sought physical solace with a man. Whate ver jUdgment one .makes of Mau~eene, it 
must be c onceded that it w a~ nm t M~ur-eene'~ conduct tha~ termina ted t~is 
marrlage, it w2s Morris' ~ Maureene's er~ or with Brian O'Daugherty was snot the 
cause of this divorce, but one of its side-effects. When Morr is and his 
pt-- i \/ c-1 t. e-- ~'-/E! j :_;mp eel out C! f t )--, E! h c:>t e l b c\ t hr: Dcm 'cl i ~: h thE' i ~-- c: E\mt!r· ;;·.·:::, 

much more about Morris Dees than about Maureen~, and we are shown 
whic h Mo~~i s will stoop in o~d er to gain some small adv an~ag~fp~ 

thE''/ rE' v e.:d ed 
th<.? depths to 

him ::;e lf. The 
hotel roo m ' '2oreemen t~ bv which Maur-eene was coer-ced into agreeing to gi ve up her 
c: hi 1 d, :c ·::: ~-.h E' ··liC' ;::.t \ 1 i \/ i cJ p CJ<::.:::i b 1 e S!'/ i cl':::'nc ·~! ·:::•f thE! c: h .=·.r-- E<.c +:. ~, t.. o + the pe~- sorr 

i"lau~-- E!L' 1 .. 1 !:O· h ::?. '"· E!r·r d ' .. r.r· 1.::·d -i c:>r· •c? l E•v !~I-\ v E?a.r· !:; • Mo~-~-- i. "' ' l ::1 VJY r::~- !:; h .::;. cJ t t .. , •:·? CJ Dod j u cJ ~1 men t 
not t o try to enforce this document. 

I f "t.h€' c:c.nc'uc:t c -f i:he p.:~ ~--t.i ':::":: \·Ji t.h r--~::L:::~--s'r-, c:s' to t hE! c::,us: :::! ·::•f di \'D ~--ce" is to 
be an ything mor0 than a meaning l e ss phrase, the luwer- CDurt's a limqov award ffi~st 

bE! r E: ,.. e r- s <:::! c! • I:t ___ L~~--5~--f~~ -~~~LL:: __ p_.l,l~l_Ltt::::_g ____ ~I-~~-~L~~~:__, ___ ~iJlL~Ji ___ P_.l:-l~~Ul~§~~LtJi_~--~~~-:_~~~~Sl_J~5:I~~~l~~!-

I t i s our str-ongl eld v iew th a t Morris' misconduct ov0rshadows and far 
outwei ghs any mi st2kes that Maureene has made. Howe ver, in the event this Court 
~"· hDuld a.dopt .?. dif·fr.;; ~ - r~ r1-t'. ·.'i.(:>l-'1 :-~.n cJ ·:::.hDuld cDnc!.udt7~ that t he pa.r-tir;,:; ar-e ~~1ua}~y at: 
-F .-=·1ul t ( c E!r t ,:•. i r·, l / n C! on''-' c: C!Ul c' c: Drl c: 1 u c! e t h -:-.. t t·1c,r· ~-- i ·:::;. i s; U!L~~------~~~l.Lt~~:1)_l €~ than 
Maureenel . then we uffer- th ese comments: if both parties are equally guilty, the 
misc onduct of e3ch cancels that of the other, and any jUstification for punishing 
r1-J.UI .. "0F:?f i ':! v< it h !·_ h ;:~ p 1'- ~:;·;; <:?r1 i_-_ un ·Fa i 1.. cl !:? C r· !;~c· d i ·::: :>.p p f:~ ,;,_r· '" • I ·F H!;' •:: i. rn p l y· :~a. y '' a plague 
em bot!·; ·:::icl€'<:", "H .. rc' 1E!t the ~:>r--c::·::iE!nt c! E!G-::·'~' :::tE·.rrd , t1orTi~ [·!.::1:::: suc:ceecled in 
cJ i •:.c a~-d in ;;J ,:::, Hi ·f l'? ch !:?d.p 1 ·y'. Th<? paTti 1·:?<:; ·' lfr'Xtr..r.J.l rTti. :3c: on clue t, i ·f th :>. t bt-? the casE?, 
should estop e a ch from orof iti ng f rom the wrong -doing of the ot her, so that the 
c a •:;;;~ c ,,,_!-; b "' ~l Cl \. !···r · r1 E?!:l b v· t h 10: ~~j::__l1_~~r~ \: 1·· a.cl i. t i. ':Jr·, :<. 1. r 21: t D1·· !:: ·For· d !'?t !'~ ~-mi. n i. n q a l i mo,r1 y . 
I f t. h E! f ::'> ul t i :::. ·::• '-1 E! i ~= t h u :::. E' 1 i m i r·r c-; t E·' cJ , t. h E; 1:J i ::•.l v1 i l 1 '='· h m·J , unclE! r· t hE! e v i den c e 
i n this case, this court ' s tr-aditional al imony standards entitle Maureene to 
~etai n some portion of the standard of l iving and finan cial securi t y which was 
her· !:: b '~ f D 1~ ·:? '" h "' 1-1" ::: p 1.1 !·_ 1. : i cJ '"' • ItL~?.. ... 1l..~~~~~'-~!Tl~-:~ -- ·=L~!S~~~-~~~l __ :'lL£.m~~-b. __ .llfJ.( _____ [lQ ... __ _2_t_~~~~t<.\ r- Q. _ _s_~f. 
tL:_i_c~~.J_J,_~~:~~lr.~:=L ..... ttr_ ~:_ __ ~-=~~.\~)- ~iJ .. ~.·~t~:.crs~§~_.J_~~::::.~'-L _____ §~~:~~~- - __ J~~:.~l.':(l_~l~:.~~-----c~~l ___ __fi._r.~£~c~U .. ~:·,J ____ ~:_L=;_ b i l i _t.'L____g_r:_ 
f:_~~ c ~-~C.L.t_i~-·-~·LtL~Lt_~~~-~-~~~~~~~~·-~-



• 

{-)::: i. n nL::·.n y m~'.rT i .:;·~~.: t!':: , thE! -f i rL:mc i c:d t-· '"':·~: e,l_if"' c: ·~:::: of t hi::: f c·1m i J. ·/ \~EJr- E:: d er- i vPd 
entirel y from Morris' business activities. Admittedly , Maureene br-ought no 
separate financial estate to the mar-riage. Howev er~ she brought other, 
important assets. 

equally 

Morris married his first wife, Beverl y , prior to ·graduating from high 
<:;c hoD I i ,-, 1 '?:':)~~; m. 11.45) . Th i ~; \;Ji h:? of · hi~:: !::·mp''?c•.tn i Du~; you.th vL-,.'.~ cJ i. s;c ani eel in 
1.968, <:'If t E::r· 11on i ::: 1-·, E1d tJ ec: orne "' \•JE'a 1 t y mari, .:;\n cl :::hen- t 1 '/ t h Pr ~.' ::•. f t E't-, on Au~Ju~, t 
1 1 , ! 1?6U, h !;? mL?.r·,·- i ':"·IJ ~1a.ut .. t'?l'?n e . r1Dt" r i ~:; ~~ou·~l h ·t.: a.r, cJ -f our1 cJ a. '::.ec or·1 cl v< i ·f e whom he 
viewed as being better -suited to his improved status in the world. He wanted a 
wi-fe who could provide glamour and sophistication, and he viewed Maureene as 
having these attributes . She as a striking woman in appe~rance, she was young, 
but mature , a nd her education H3S in the dramatic arts . !R. 250). She precisely 
fit Mor ~is ' needs as he reached for anoth er runo in his climb to fame and 
fortune. And i t cannot be disputed that Maureene -fulfilled to per-fection her 
intended ~o!e (R. 699, et seql. It was after his marriage to Maureen£: that 
~·1m-- t .. i. '" ·:: c•n '" :...'. ;n ::.d: i'? ::j hi. •:;. :-~ :.:· c; uti. ,:; t. i. c:.r1 '"· Vii 1:: h t 1-~ !·:~ l ... c' •:; (1n ll £~ J c~ :; T .i. m:?':; t·'l i r· t .. Dt.. for· the sa. l e 
of his comoan;. Although he now attempts to minimiz e Maureene's pact icipatiori ih 
this tran saction , ~he carried out her role p0riectlv . It iE nol cont ended that 
she con t ributed business jUdgement , but in· the important social f unctions with 
high-ranking executives and their wives from Los Angeles and New York, she was 
able to provide a socia! g~ace whi ch was ver y i~oortant to Morris at · that time, 
\'lhf~thet · he i.: : l'·!i.ll.ing tc. .:3dtnit i.t nCJhl Dr- nut (F: , :272, et c~E?q). Following the 
con =:um-~' t ion ':)f hi ~; t. r· <:H"t'c'EiC: +~ i em \•J it h thE~ T i mE":: t1 i r-r- cw· , i'kli"T i s:' ,; t "' t us; ctS E1 
multimillionaire was confirm~d (R . 276), and thereafter Ma.ureene was an important 
factor in his enjoyment of his wealth. It was under Maureene's superv ision that 
the modest ranch-st;ls house which Morris and his first wife had built in Mathews 
in 1.964 was transformed into a millionaire'~ estate. Two renovation s costing 
,'l.lmo<:;t !L2t)0, 001) v,•et"!'? c:a.rTi!:~r.J out (F<. 2:'i~~, i'?t '"·"?':)). UndE?t· r1a.u! -E?t'ns'·c:. •,:;t.t.pervi!:;i.on, 
antiques, furnish ings , and accessories now value d at over $150,000 !Pl. Ex. 75) 
VJf?t- !-? a.c qu. i. ,- i'?d (F.:. ::::~s:s) . r'id.U.I'" E:ene c a.p a.b l y pr:·r· ·f OJ " in!':·li thf? du t i. €-? ~: that the l a ely Df 
such a house should carry out. Maureene's competence and suitability as a mother 
has been conceded i n these proceedings (R. 7,8l . As Morris' activities shifted 
into the political a~ea after the sale of Fuller & Dees, Maureene entertained a 
wide variety of business, legal and politic~l ass~ciates o-f Morris' !R. 269). 
This entertainment was no t catered, but was conducted by Mauree0e herself, who 
·~up er vi <:;(:.;o cl c::i~·~- v i:i./1 t '~ ,;:t.n d p ,. (;?p :3.t .. E?d food h f.~r- <;:.e 1 f ( F:. :,:69) . Hc•u. S(':'g ue<; t s thus · 
entertained included the President's sister. Ruth Carter Stapleton; Bobby 
Kennedy; Joan Little; reporters for the New York Times and other major 
n e1~sp .::·. per·"'; 1 t::·~.! c:.J ci::;s;oc: i Ett E'=''; i'<n d ct. h E~t- p r· om i r: ·::'r .. lt n .::1mes. of t. h €~ d ,::,..,, (F:. 269 l . 
Morris was well pleased with the manner in ~hich she carried on these socia l 
fun c t i em o::;, c>.n cl h :::: c: omp l i nit:' !'It E'Ci hE' h· E::quen t! ·.i !f:::. Tl(l) l1c'. ur E'€~n e \•Jar kt:d \-J i th 
not .. t-i!s to pl.;,;.r-~ pa.!·-ti.e<:; :'?.nd ·family c?.c:ti\'iti.€?c:. , p.i.cni.c:::, and ou.t--o·f--toHn guests <R. 
705). If Morr i s couldn't attend 2 meeting and needed a representative, she would 
stand in +or him <:R. 750), The house wa~ always decurated, and she could 
effectivel y entertain on s hort notice (R. 7071. Maureene's princ:ioal activity 
outside the home was the M~ntgomerv Little Theatre. She was very active in this 
organization and performed several starring r0 les with Morris' encourageme nt and 
a.p p r· ov 3. ). .: F: . 4~;,(•) . I :-:cl f:?:~d ~ hE' '3!:?f.?inf:?d qu.i t: !02 pr ;::.ud of her- .::J.cc:omp l i ::;hmen t s ( F:. 
430). Morris' pride in his wife's abilities extended to the point that, through 
his pol it1cal c0ntacts, she was appoi~ted to the Nati6Mal · Council o-f t~e 

Endowme nts for the Ar ts tR . 430, et seq). Her ou a !i fications made her eligible 



for- tJn <: 1::-c:>,:\l'r:i, ?.l tCI ~hE' t:IEt·:; c.>.ppc>i ntE'd by r-:> t- ,·.: .. ~ ·:::: i c:! E~ r··i t 
•. : I , ~ , 

Cc-1r t.E'I' :::1: i ll on 
th .:<.t IJDJ. t·d \F:. !1:::1). 

althouah Maureene broua ht no financi3l 
marriage. she made oth er equally important contribu tions to 
Morri~' success. She prc>vided glamour and sop hi~tication at 
life Nhe~ that was what he wanted and ne eJed. Now that 

re~ources to this 
the family and to 
a s t aae in Mor-r-is' 

ob :i E!C t i .._, '" '"' h ::·. -. · •c! ~·cu ~:· E<r "' n t l '/ ~:hi f +:.C.' c.! • '-'J e t'' €' =: c ,,.,,,:: 1.:. + '·-'· .l l '/ ur· ';IE' t. h -~~ i: 1-, E' ·::' !'·', ou 1 cl· 
p t:?l' . m :i. 1::1.: !'"i.:! -!:. '. :· 1.: c :,;·,;:. h t;?r· _,,,,:; ;_ cJ •,:~ v,t i. t h not hi n q. l·1r:: !· ~: : or1 t t .. i but ). Dl' <:: ·I·_ D t h c·: 
should be recogniced and she should be awa~ded 2 commesurate por- tion 
~~·;tatt'?. 

r1ot be 
ma.rr·ia.ge 

of hi~= 

I' th is fa~tor is to actually be acc ord ed 1nfluence over t he terms of the 
l'J i -f e' ::: ::·,.l i mc:or; ·/ , !: h s~ l c:oi·Jet- ·=: c>w- t.' ~· ,;:,~Ji'\r· c! c ",,., r·:c-t. ::: +. c:;nc! . Tht"' c:ou~.i h c!u t L he> it.. mar r i Et~Je 
~10 I'" t'" i. c; ., >[""; !J !'1 ,:; t_ ,_, .. E' ':?!; ~-~ )J !·o' !:·:• ·::: •::? l"t .1 U ';--U:?d a <:;. t ,Jil d c<.l'" 'j •::' ( ) ::. \' i 1'1 t.:_l l•Jh i. L h !': C•lftE' h (::-; ,J. cJ <:; Of •:, t_ c1 t_ E? 

\'JCH.il cl '?::'r';'//, T l:~:-, l i ·:eel cw; c\ P-"·'l .:\ti .:d e::'tE:i:. =.' ' L•t::·+. b~. C/0 --'~i 1) c·~ · n·:::i ::t i nc1 of :;-, 
t-i.chl\· r;__~ r-n.i.<;h':?U hDrnc·? \F.'l.. !:~. 10·--28::57·-6f3 ) •::.ur··r--uu.ndecJ bv 210 :<. '::r·E~:: (F'l., E:-:. 1). 

They h E<Cl ::::t::r ·.,. .:·:n t. ::; • t ertn i ;::. c:our-- t :::, .,:\ ~:. \·! i mm i n ~_l pool , Etn c! ::• E'\'S:t- Etl t1er c eel e:: 
automobiles (Pl . Ex. 46-56! . Their Children atten ded the best schuols. They 
travel ed e xtens ively in the United States a nd abroad (R. 279). They sociali~ed 

with leading ~olitical figures, and entertained them in the Dees home in Mathews 
IR. 26q '· thev attended social functions at the White House . Durinq a typical . 
t ~·•e l \''fO·-mCJ \1 t h iJ 1'.'! " ', od ·' i. . e. . Ma.r· c h ~ 1 <?7f3 t h r- C•U-~11'; r1i,1.t '" r:: h ~· 1 !f7C?, !:. h ('? :!.C t ua.l check:; 
written ~or family expenses totaled $83,966.50, or almost $7,000 per month CPl . 
. E::. 10 :~: : !J~;:f. E:: . ~7'/).), vvh.i.ch c'..l'ltDUnt i.rKlude<:;, ltD hcn.t ~;(~ ()i- C-:'J" pi:!.Vrnent . The -family 
1 i tE~I" Ed l _i ;:pE'f"tt 'iihE<tE!'/E!t" it \•JE;rttecl t.c>, \•Jh~'I':E:'.'C:!"' it \'Jc\rttecl to. t1c•rTi S to} ci hiS 
V,lifl'? th::; t th'~';,' \•,tl~t-('? in tht::-; top tv<o per-·ct?rll.: i.r·, !:hr:·:· ilcl.ti.on in l'<I'::? ·Jl.th _, ,Jncl tha.t thf?Y 
clicln't have to worry about anything CR. 685) 

After the divorce, Morris of course remain s a wealthy man. and will continue 
to lif e in any style he ~ishes. Maureene and her child however must shift into 
a.n l?n t :[ r· ~:: l y d i. f f f?t" en-!:: lvD!'. 1 cJ . Th ~~ tt-- i a.l _i t...'.'J rJ e' "' a.l i mon \' a.v·J.:l.!'" d g-~~§'-.3 n oj:_eveo_ 
~~~~Q::j_~~-~~-..t~.~~-~----~:1} \J~ __ tt~~~--A•.~J.i.L> ___ t·~~--~~~g~\iL~L .. ~' .. t:~lt<1~:·,_ Th s; t 'tJD t h cu ~·- Etl; d cl c:• 1 1 a r· ~; p E!r 

month alimon y . frDm which she must pay taxes of apprDximatelv $400 per month, 
terminate~ in five years. If the inflat icn rate over- the next five years 
approaches that uf the last five~ the entire $120.000 award represen ts actual 
purcha~~ng power of appr-oximately one-hal + . or only $60,000. The child support, 
of course, terminates when Ellie re~ches her majority, in nine vears. While she 
is rec:s ~v ing both alimon Y and child support, i t i s possible t hat Maureene an pay 
her ta xes . rent a modest apartment, and mest the other nec ess ::; ~ v living expenses 
of the fa mi!y, i f they live in an extremel v fruga l and austere manner . Such a 
<~it U 0', t .i '-:JI"1 i ;:: !:?r·,t. i !" fo' J. \' U.ill'l ;;•c t.;~'o· :;2.1- ·y·. r·!or· (~D\. ' f?l . • ~1 :>1 .. .'.! .. i;!i';l"1 €·' Vii lJ. 1": Cot b C.? 3.b l e t CJ '5 -3. VE? 

ut- irtvf.·'"' t :: .. n i ·::·-1 !·cer C<limD r: -;' ir ,:: ome for· tr,E: fut.•_!l"~'. E1r1c! l.:!.tl~:r.~--.tt:._: ;.~---~~',~L ___ Q:f: .. L __ .~Jl§!. 
~!~.LL_~~t!_J .. ~~:LL ... L:'~~!rU_L~~~~i · I+ •:.hE~ h.:ul b!'?(::-;n C:l·' u·ch?-J ';orne a.mou.nt Df 1 urnp -~:;u rn ali rnony, 
she would at least have had the option of i~iesting it and attempting to live on 
the inc om e ancJ save the princioal, but th~ te~rn5 of the lower rou rt's awa~d do 
not E~\/E711 (:~ ::~ -~~-- E~~ .. iC! t. 1· .. 1 i ·:;:. ::: m-::•.1 1 b E~n E~-F it . F ,~'t r.. + :··· :::=:T: ;:·r -~-~ :~ nt ::·1 in i n ~) h (;.lr· t. e:·1 r·, c.l ,_;·il,.. cl' CJf 1 i vi n t;.l 
i.lL.\ 1'" i 1'1 c; t ~F:? fl: .::_ • T -~ ,,,, ':} ':? • iL'.' .. !I'" ,,, ~;· !: 1: 0 ,::.n d 1: '.':?r -i d. (;'J i. 1_ h' i J 1_ 1:"!::1.1'" :::1 y '"- Ul'" \ ' :i. '. f? ' . I+ r·1c:.r·-r- i =~ had 
Dn 1 'i .:;:, mc~c! E~~~; ·l:. ':::.~ :;; ~:. -?.~-_._ ~;- ~ ·:.:.: L\C r-~ E\ -~;. i +_-_ L~-::1t i C)r·! ~'JC,C.\ }. C~ b f.:· 1 .. \.:"-id ~-::.-:=r· ·:;:. t. E:,r .. i c! ,_:ib l 'y' L'.r~ E'. \.:cri d ,~·~.b l. e. pl_\ t 



Th ~ Wi f e' ~ f i nancia l ci~cumstances 2~~ easv to summa~ i ze: Sh e has nothing: 
no sour ce of income , no propert y, no sep ar2te es t ate of an y kin d (R. 4311 . The 
husba nd is an ex t~emel y wealth y man, and the ~e is no dispute about how much he is 
\•JDr-t. h . r::/ .. t:l_i_':: __ :; ! \:~r. ~- -~; :e(L ·= ~ ~J ~:~ tj _9f.1_ ~; _ _, _ he l'iC\':.~ El ;He> I: 'iiDt' t h of ':1>2:: ' f)b 7 • ccc;· 1. ( Def. E:: . t!6 
:;,ncl ~3 / , F:. 1 ~.~ '- 'j: :~ , t.-' 1: "' ~'~q). 

Morris' i nve s tm e nt po~t foli o a nd ot he r e 0rn 1n gs pr oduc e t he fol lowing annual 
i nc:CJm(:·?: 

l:~o::; 
' 
063 ( ) ( I ' F' l F' 7 .::_, ) 

1 o · ~:: r~-: 
.L, i · .. .' ~;. 1 '. :.4 11 6 4 50 ( F' J. [:: 77 ) " 

1<~04 :20 1 50 ( F' l [:: 7 8 ) . 
± ·· :· -~""":' 4f38 50 ( r ~· 1 [:: 79 ) ·+' .• :~ ·-' .. :.. 

' 
11 o "=· t o f t h E' -r c:o ~ - E' u c1 i n •:t i r·1 c c.! m (~ , i. • e . , d p p ~- o -:: i m =·~ t. ·::• :~ .,. r 1 t:. 3 , 0 (I (I ( D ~_. -f • [ ;; • 1 2 8 l • i s 
deriv e f r om mun1 cipal and other bonds upon which Morris pavs no income ta\ 
\•Jh E1 t S DE' \'f' t·· . 

Th 1 .• 1 :::. ~ r-~ ot ·:=:;n 1 \' cl c~ e ·::: - !~~hE~ ~~~~ t i i~· E~ .:::·1 ~·J -=~ t- d c-~ I I ::'.1 i rnon v-· i n -- ~~ r· o=; =:. II ::=-. on·:::. t i .t u t e ~\ mE~r e 
ttlr~::~~--EfiL ~~ ~2L~ 1~ _ -': ! L . . tJ ~!Ctj_::~ ~~ - - -~~§:t __ ~!~~t:J: .. t~. t h~? diTIDI\ t-, +: vJhi. r:h ht? i :; r·(•~ q , __ li t'-•?cl l:D pay each 
ye.:1r , 1 • c.:, • ~>:: ~~ ~ 0 00 p E'r /~' ::.r , c or1 ::tit ut e·::: Qr:cl_y ___ t~~-'-~-J~§L...S~~:_r:,_:L_s2L_t!..i_~~-- ;~0:'~r:~_~,.!.E~L_j_nc:on.)i?~ 

Ib.S? __ ...t!tl;~ )- ~~--i~!?LcL.t~~--=:~l~~~-~ !:. __ ~!Ll~~::.tl~L:L __ ~2L __ t12uj_~i~~--)-~1..~~~Qls_h~c __ ~2El~~-- ~~~"-i~ ~>- The d i spar-it y 
between wh0t Mo r ~ is has and the pittance awa r de d t o his wife of el e ven years is 
brutall y inequitabl e. The award c Duld be i ncr e~sed five-fDld a nd Mor~is would 
bar-dl y no tice th e e ffect . 
arb it 1- :u· i l. \' 1 '1H il 1-·J :<.1·· cl . 

'Con~iste n t with hi~ decision favo~ing Morri~, in hi ~ fi ndi ngs cl f act t he trial judge 
looked 3t t he bottom li n2 of Morris' l97Q fi n2nc i3 l ~t1t2ment (Def. E::. 8b- S7) and made a 
fi nding th ~ t hi:: 1'i'7Q net wort h was t-2!9 ~· 7,25 2 ( ~: . 15 71 , Even Morris pci n'. ed out in hi s 
t:> st i r:\011)' t h ~t thio f igure included hiS re2! estot~ 2o CQSt, and t h:lt h ord et- t a O"t hi s 
tr ue net worth, it would be necessar y to 3dd t he in crease in valu e ~~ ~ h e ! and and 
i mp ro \' ~m~ n t_: (F;, 1254 , et seq ) . Mot ris stip u la t ~ d and 3greed to accept [cJ uu=t-bach, Jr.'s, 
appr 2.i :o. l c•f t he c urr~ ::t foir m:;r ket value 0f t ne prc- perty (F:. nl; 1256: c·! E):, 87l. 
Thi: is M :Jrri~} figure ?.nd i·; ::ot .; m~tt~r cd d i·:. ~ u t~ (R. 12:~ 6) . Bec au·;i? ·:d the ;udqe's 
error in this re~oect, the iU dqe has overste.tec ~ '/ ~bou t l1 1000,000 (in par2qr .aph 8 of hi s 
Li.olQl±~___u;n t h e_.l.rri.QI,l,llL2L.dJ.u_gas_g_i__~ .. ~C{ f_' :; ~ -11£L....J!Gr th ~t We,£D ____ u~~-- - t,_i,_rr! _~ of the 
(n_!!!:U?,gg __ ~r.LJ.bJLti me __Q_t_J_b_~.-rli v orce . The ~ct_ ' ! ?\ decrease : -: sho1;n bv . Morri-:' ~\;n 

;_;:j_: ~l"iion s a t_2_a q ~ 2, column~- of Def. Ei:._i'},! ___ J_t~ ~· :• in t i s irre l ~ v '< n t ho1;ever·, - because 
th i ~ decr::ose (which still l e av e~ ~\o rri; an e::tr 2112l'; rl cb man ) , was not t he result of 
~. :t v!. hir-::• M.:c. u•· eene .Jid or fail ed to d~ . It \1 3s Qr :ncip ;l ly the result of a decli ne in the 
price ol Times Mirror st ock due t o un!ov or abl r s: cck mar ket co ndit i ons (P. 125 9) , 



.... : I , ~ .. 

~~~ · J~t~~~- ___ f:~~~!~-.. -_1:-j __ :~~~~~ ·-·-_f~ ~=-~ J: ... .. ~=--!~ ~:~ .Ti .~ : . _f ~ ~--~- ~}-~.:~ ~:~~~. ~-~ t_~.:~ 

Maur~en~ h2s not been gainfully emploved ~uring the marriage (R. 430). The 
highest salary w!1ich the r ecord discloses she nas ever made was t500 per month 
which shs received from Ft!ller ~ Dees during the brief period when she was 
employed there prior to her marriage to Mor r is (R. 252, 430). Her college degree 
is Bache lor of Fine Arts in Dramatics, which hardly qualif ies her to earn 
::;ubs,t.C\r, t•i::\1 incorn~~ (P. 2:':.; 0). Dt.:r-in;;:_1 the m.=,,.Ti"'·CIE7, ·o:.h E' did \'Dl 1_lnteE'r \~or·k in the 
Lit tle Theatre with Morris' encouragement an d approval (R. 430). She has no 
~>OLW c e of incomE!_. ~- , o ~: E'P E<r-· E< t e e::: t. E\ t. E!, C\n c! \JI'in ;::; no p r· o~:> er· t .,, \•Jh .;:-, t. :::.oe'/E'r·· ( F:. L13 U . 
During the marr iage she an Morris started a bu s iness in Montgomer y called the 
Car~iage T~ade. which deals in antiques ; women's 
because Morr1s Hanted her to have something to do (R. 

::;nd clothes, 
rH:> v~;:r· yielded 

a profit or produced an~ income for her nor has she ever rece i ved a 
it ( F:. 4:~:'. !':?t: '~'o?C) 'I • In d l':'!'?d' it i. '" •3. <:;c~t·• i. D l..\ •: 1 .i. i:<.L! i. 1 i. t y !J I'?C a.L.I 'of? r:;h 2 

·::;.=<1 cn-y {t-om 

banks totalling t30,000 arising f~orn this business 
financial prospects can only be described as bleak. 

(F:. 
IX< e ~; _ debts to 

Her futu~e 

On tht:! oth~~r- hc\nd ~ tht:~ 11 p~-o=:.pE~c: t·::~ ~ ~ c\~··t=:~ i:.h.::·t·!~_ 

:J. V<ea.] th\' ll"lr:lr;, iJ J.l .. t i cul i'.r·J. v !:;i nc:f~ hi'? h·:•.':: f'"; !:•t 

siqnificant. portion of his wealth with his wife. 

l'iCtT i::; DeE> ·::: Hill 
I:J (;;· <.':? n r· I? qUi I" !;? cj 

continue to 
to !5hane 

be 
any 

t·t::\LTE'~: ~-~ ~~ o'.;-;rj [•ic:<:·T·i::: \)~:~: ~: flJ.::H"Ti eel C:>li (1UCJU::;t J.J., iS\:::.8, 1tJher; :::h~? HE<='· :;:. 1 ·)" e c<rS 

old (I~:. ,:13>::,) . Tl1t?\. ~><!'?1 .. 1:? d.i.'iDrCI:?d elt::\tF~n Vc?c!.!-'' 1 :3.1.-_c?!·- Dn ~)E?pt ,::r .nb,·?"" :.~ 6. 1979, \<Vhc:n 
she was 42 y e?r~ old . Although both partie~ h2d been ma~r i9d before, thi~ 

in 'l.r· r· i .'.).g f:? hi?. ':0 i. i'i :·, D r;; E?r-, ::;f:? 3 .. II ':O.(;?C: Df"i d ·"'-'-v II • 01'" r;:.f·i 01" t ·····1 .. i 'i !':'cJ lfl·:lr· , .. i d~J !:? . Tt: i :; ma.~ r· i a.g e 

lasted only slight!; less th an Morris' first marriage, which l asted thirteen 
y~2 ?,r·· ~~ ( F:.. ~:> • 11 ·~ ' .. =: :• .. Th i'? p r·· '~ :; :.E~r1 t il"li:o.r· r· i a~1 E? i. ·•; c 'jr·, "' 1. !! E?t- 3b l y l ur·, r;J ~, ,. 1:: h a.r··, r·1au.r een e' s 
-f i r· ·:::. t rn~·~ r· r i E•.cJ c ~ ·,1h i 1:: h 1:. ~~r- rn i r-; E1t eel ~' -f t ~~,... E! i_ ;;:.1h i:. / 'c! :o·.~-· c:: { F:. F'. ~:~'.:r)) . E:ot h par-tie-=: 
were in the pr!me of their lives~ and the marriage produced one child. There is 
not hi r·; C! i lr t h ,:; 1 "'.\: t. ~; e>f tf· , ;:.! •:: .. :<c'c f.~ I Ed E1 1:. i f1C !:· . .":• 1:. hi ;: -f c<C: tor- \•Jh-i C: h 
court's meaqer award . 

To su·:::.t=·.t r·, I.JrE' ;wu:::c:l··i ur'!'f~". i r· ::di.mon y E'.'NEd··.j c·+ thE! tri.=r.l c:c':_tr-t, ·i+~ \·Jill be 
necessa~y for Morris to argt!e the applicabili tv of Alabama's new alimc:;ny statute, 
as amended bv Act.. Numbr 79- 486, 
df2tt::nni ni n•;1 tiE~ C:!.ifiD tmt c- f al 1 rnor1'/ 
';,ep C\t- .::·1 t E~ '.::~ :::. t.. Cit €~ ~ 

and pr·opFo·t· j: :, 

1 C7° which p~ovides that, 
division due a sp ouse who has 

the jUdge may not take intc consi deration an y prooerty 
acquirC'd prior to the marriaqe o; th e parties or by 
i n hE!~- i ~·. ::1 r 1 c: E! C!r· ~~~ i -r t 1,lC'.l.:~~~~~~--tt~~L ... ~J.t_~<L ____ ,~~ ';' 1, 1_':.L __ _jj_r.~:;l_~~---iX .~~0~----Lti.5: 

~~.~·~U~~~~!.•::.f~ __ t.t~!:~t .... ~.~.~ .. ~ ~:Jl .... r~L .~.~~;!.~?.r.J~y_,_ ____ ~n-......... ! .. [!~: .. ~.l.~rl ~•~·--- -t!!~.~! .~L~LS:_§~L .. .. JJ_y ___ _ .~.~.t,!~:_ b_ 
[~C~~2I~~~!~ .. _.t:~-:~.L._ .. t:~_~:~~-~---·--~i.~:~ .. ~:~~:: __ , _~=-~~-;_g_~L ___ !~·:.~~~l~~l-~.~~-~.L:J:·~-- - - .i:. ~;_:~c·: ___ .... L~>-~L ___ ~;~.~lo:~!~.lflC~------~;~§~_C)~~~ . .L.L .. L ...... _ ... :;l±_ 
~;_t-~~:~- ----~L~L~~- ~:~.i--~~-~.~- ---~J-~ .. ~L~ .. Lx1 .. ~ .. l .... _.~;l:~§~ .. -[~} .. ~l.c~ .c.t.~~-~lf.~~-

11 

Ir·, ;:·,r··l ~:, ++r:·r· t. !:·.u f!lcil· :c: Lr·,e fc·r·e~.JUl/ .. 1 ~.1 pr·ovi ·o:l CII .::;pp lic~·,tJlE! to r•!c:r ~-~-i:;;' 

the tria! court made the folloHing finding c:rf +~rt rP 157): 

I ' ·.,. 

in 
·n o 



... .' I··· 
'' {~1.1 of thf? a.·::.;•:.:et<:: pr·-~?~;E~nt1 \' DHni'·'cl . );l,/ ti·:•:: hu. ·:;bancl ha.vt7 IJI:?c?n 
'::i h i.J :.-·J r·! t) ·'/ ·!: h E:~ t·. ~ == t i m D n '-:r-' C\ cl c! u c: t:~ d i F1, l_·:. ! ... i i ·=.::. ·::: c·1 u ==· E~ ~lr~-1~~-L __ t:l .. ~:~::~§~------~~~~~:Il 
;:_~: q~U- ~~-~fLi-.n .. ~:: !<~ t!~~ ~ ~~E2 _ .LfLr~---~:_~~~~fl.U~:. . -~ ~ ~~LC~ ~~ ~LJ~y __ j:Jl.~ .. t~~-~?. t~ ~~ ~: ~L.P ~-_i_Q~~ .. J~i~ 
~tt~~~: ___ D.L~:~c.·x.-.. L.~::~l~~~- ll 

l1lh c:'t. thE~ court hei':: r-- ,~!fE!t- E'nc:e to her--p ,_:=.; thE' fc::c:t thc::t, .::1t the time of 
Morri~' marriage to Maureene, he owned substantial ly 311 of the stoc k of Fuller & 
DE~e ::; r·1 c.:r k E!t j rrC.I c;l- CrUp' I IIC. ' HI: i c h' one 'j E' c\r ~:J_t,_~~~X ... Lt:_~'---0~ij!J~.--r.~U::..~E:' he e>~ ch clni;ied for 
•;toc:k i.r1 1.:11!' T.i.rnf·?~: 1'1.i.r··r· cw Cc:rr·pm-.J.tion~ dll!J hi'? l.:hE:r·f~edtt'!t .. ~;ulcJ •:;orne o ·F hi~; Time'; 
Mirror stock and purchased still other securit ies, i.e., tax-exempt municipal 
bon rJ <;;. Th u •: it i •:: clear·· +. h c'l. t ~1D~- r· i. ~:;' [!L~~~~~~~t3. •;•;:t::+. '5, cern s i •:; +.in(] o·f T i rnes ~1 i r r or 
::;tock .::'< r:cl "' pm·tfolio Clf cJt:h er· S-E'C:W .. itie ::: (Def. E>:. 8b), \·JE'rE! not. i n fact 
ac: qui r· '·?cl p r· i. or·· !: c:r t h l'? maT r- i :3JJ f:?, but r·I'?P r- E?':;f~n t t h !'? {L~.~LU::..2 of ~~:~Ji.~~-~. ~~>:chan ~1 es, an cl 
reinvestments of property a acquired prior t o the marriage. We dispute he 
court's interpr~tation erf th~ statute, whic h ~xplic.i.tly provides that - the judge 
rn,::, v r: ot 4:. ::·. k ':.? i. '' t C) c or: ·s. j c! t.?t .. "' t i c:>n ·=~r-~'L .. f~~~~~~~~'_i:_t_j~ -- ~:·,;~~~~=~}_r E~l_[r_cJ._;l~: ..... ~--~ :~~tt~§U!l~-~-U.i.fl§.. If 
the legisl3tur~ h3!J intended to exclude th~ co-mingled fruits of reinvestments of 
propert. v 2ca u1red before the marriage, it wcu!d have not been difficult to draft 
a st3!: ut~ wh ich 53.i.d that. but this was not done. The logic~l ext~nsion of the 
t.r·i .::d c: -=•• .. wt ' ::: ·ii o:-'<,.J i ::: tho::t. , i ,., comr:,ut inc.: ... :-::~:::,,J ::;e' ·::: nE'I: :,mr·th for 2.1 i rnon'/ 
purposes, the court will d~duct from th9 soouss's current . De t _wor th his net worth 
at the time of the marriage, an d base the alimony award upon the difference. 
This is not what the statute says, either s~orcc cl · or bv implication, and we do 
not be!ieve th ia was the intent of he i s l ature. We believe that the 
legislat ure intsndsd to exclude onl y th oss soecific asset s Hhi ch had the 
c:h 2t .. c:·.c: t ~· r c·+ f-, o:•.\':. r·:q .:;;c: ":. '-' ,,, 1 1 ·/ b eE'r·: ~-- ec E' i \'E7'J L· ·i !·.! · e :::.p ou·~'"'' C<. ~: <?. c! i { +~ , i nh E'r· it ::-.nc: e, 

err- by put·•::h.J•:;~? ~:·F·iD!· · to th;:? :T:.J.r··r-i.3';)!?, a.11U th•,,.!_:. l:J-;e. •::t::J.tutt? VJC'.~::. ,, i.r1t~?ndecl to 
apply to sit uations Hhere 3 sp ouse has di ed o{ such specific assets · and has 
~ o-mi ngled the fruit s of th e sale with th0 rest of his estate. 

1'-':c +. u ,:, l l / , h D\·JF \!''-' r , t.1:~~~ .. . i:_~:~r::_§~~t~LLf.i_~L.L~'~L'='~! :.~ --~- ~:. :;:~·L~~Li~~-~:r'.. [ .,. E·r, :,. :: ::• u m 1 ,., ~J t h ,:, t '-'<E! 
are incorrect 1n this respect , ancl that the court's construct ion of th~ statute 
i ::; c Cl r· r· ~' c t . tl::. ~~-- - '-:~~l~7.1L~t_Ji. ~~:~: __ ;J~~~L~:~~--t~l_..i_~Lc:~~2r:.~~---:;'_C~~·~-·-; ·J. ... tJ:~~: .... Ql~~iL ... t .. 01f'.'= ~ r __ t ~'C'. t . __ !;'-~~C~tJ;_Qt __ _t~g 
~.~t~t\~.t~::~.'i.. i.~o . . +h~;? pt-D\ii< :~.un tha.t E?VF?Il p~·c:rp r:, r · t/ .:J.cq: . .ti.t"!'·'d pr·i.or· I:D th1:? ma.rr·i.:J.Qt? i:; 

t. o bE~ t "' k 2r: :i. r, t c, c Cli::: i c! et- "' t i on i f -- ~i'=\~Ji __ yr._; ~r;·.~~-~~_: . /_, ___ ;~r. _____ ~_r::~~~~~0l~~----'='L.'=~~;!.'=\~~~~~L __ 2_i::_ __ _:; uc b. 
PXilQ.~L~:~.i _ .. t~i~:~ .... t~::~~~.U .. \~.~.~t~ Q _ • r·_~i.c.E~1 .. ~3.~: . L.~< ... f~?L: _ _j;l}g _ -~·~ ~j.li1 .Cr!.~.~.r: ... .tl.~~.:~t~f.tt. -~~L .. Ul.~:~ .... P. ~~ . ~ :t~-~~-~:. .. ..9 u r· i,_nSL.J .. h e: 
~-~-=-~~:.r_j...:~~.Ls:> Tl·:E! tr--i. .:o.l ·:: our·t, 3lthouqh it mE·.c!~.' 1.~? r-·,c:tJr·(' ·findin~_1 :: ; cr-f f.::·.ct=- or: much 
1 e ::;•:; i ;np ~:w t df' i.: ::: u!J _i !:"r: -:.-. •:. ~ c: hIE: E? to t~E}.~.~X.~~- 1:1-, i. •: ;_ ~ = •::.u ~~ c Dmp li? 1: "~ 1 y. .-.m !:l made no 
findinqs of fact on this question. The t ~i3 l court's silence ~ s un derstandable, 

n:·al 
e stc:,tE' . t·,i::• T:i.:TI ~':" r'1it'T CH' :::toc:k, hi :::. pc:rt.f·::,li::i ;::. ·f ot her 'S<O'C: Ur·it;. ,:o :::, :.mel thE? ir-rCDme 

from s uch a~sets. w er-~ re(]Lllarly used t hrouahout the m 3rr ia g ~ f or the c ommon 
benefit o f t~e o~rties 2nd the ir family. 8~ rs+uzin g to recognize th ese clesrly 
i~•:;ta.bl. i«;h!:; IJ (::;: ·,,] r!,.;.r · ti,~.J.1.\ ' ' ... <.ridi.•::.put!C?d) ·f,?.r:t •·· . ':hi·'· t 1· i. :1.l c c:ru r·t h-:'. ':: J.l.:i.:r.:;mp+:c.?cl to 

prEe'/S!r"'l:. r•1 .'\LII".f.!C.'r··,c:- -f i'"Dil'l ·:::i··, E<I ' i n~.l cH·1y p;:,rt o·f ·l:.f···.:: !:::•r_; \ 1: C<f r1cwr·i :::' ~· ·:;:l:. o:·.t~·!, i:tnd in t:·F1i <;:. 

r· t:?::;p t:?c 1:. 1:: h ~-:· t ;· '. ::J c c-ur· I:: ' .. :-:::rmmi. t t !'!cl ~o- E?t .. i. ou ::: ~::r ,. -:::r !.. • fh e t r· .i. 3l '= ou1··. t h ,._..__,in g f -a.i 1 E?Cl 
to do so, we wi!l summ2riz e the evidence to this eff ect. 
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l . J~t:~-~~--[~~~~:~~t .... ~~·:?::t.~~~~t. .. ·~~ 
: ~ 

benefi t of the ~arties is the marital 
Mathews . Al3b?ma. Th is home, tooether 

residen ce ~n own 35 Rolli ng Hills Ranch, in 
is \"Jitt·, i·:l·c: ~:: 10 ::?. cr·~:·::: lt.p::·;·, V·J hich it 

l OCEttE'<:\, i ~; r· ·.;.·f ~,:·:· f.-! d 

?kt·l~r· b c?.c: h' •; ;~p p 1· ::.•. i. •:: J.l. 
1n ciE'te~il 

\.•Jh ~~· n the 
in Eel 

par-ties 

a oor-ti •::.r·, r:•+ th ::. r·t:~a . .l 'C:·~:1.:3tt~ v'hi,::!-, t he c:Dul·· t: 
prim· t ·:::< thE' !TI:o·T ~' i ,,, C_I E~ (f'': . :~~~~~~ ) . ThE: p Etr· t i. :' :: 

f ou.r·: rj t 1::• h 2. \If:? b E'!:·?n ~:jt•m 1c;d b 'y' ~1m- r i '; 

Hill:;; F·:c.•.n<:h thr ·uu.cJ!-,ou.t thr:; c:uur··:; ~, Df thei 1·· 
cont:nued to res ide at the Rolling 
~!even yea.r marriage until they 

at Mathews, their da ughter Ellie was While they livedd 
1.: !F~ F-: c'.f'H:: h' a.l. Dl1 g Hit 1-, r1clrT i c:. ' t WCJ 

children from a pr ior mar r i age a nd Maureene's two children +~ om 2 p~io~ mar~i~~e 

( F<. :?~55> . 
Whe n Msureene first moved out to the p~ooert y , the house was a basic farm 

hou<:;r.~ ( F: . ;~:5~:: : .'O :c :• . Th •;?!. '" h'i::·:t· <:: \ 1 Er y 1. i 1: t 1. !;? f u.r· !-; i. <::hi n ~l'"; l r:;f t i. r, 

Morris ' ~ irs t wife , Beverly, moved her furniture ou t (R. 172ql 
Maureene during t h eir marriage proceeded to expan d and add Dn 
There wer e two additions to the house ; the p!ans for the first 

the hou.se 2fter· 
Mm- r i s and 

to the· houc; E-: . 
?. ·:ld i +.: i 011 vJ e r e 

1969 (Oet. Ex . BBl. The first addition added 
~;tor· C'iC:.I e ::·.~ t:•E·., ::: i +:. t i n•;J r-· oc:•m, t \•Jo b E~cl r· oom·=., . .:tr·;c! t::• =\ +:_ i·H-· 00111 ([lef. 

3. cJ cJ i t i D n ! ; c: o '" +. :'!. p :1 1· o :.; i m .~. t c~ 1 v $ 2 ~'j , () 0 U ( F: • :·2 (:.• U ) . 
was only $30,000 (R. 260) . 

d. p J. ·J.yt- OCJrn ·' 

82.) . These 
hou s ~? 

The second renovation was in 1971, and Robert Cole, architect, designed th e 
additions . The second addition was extensive, and the whole house was virtual l y 

Walls were torn out , the windows were 
removed, new entr ance~ were made, s ix rooms were add ed, swimming oool and tennis 
court were a dded, three bedrooms wer e added, t wo perc hes were added . ancl a new 
·~hinqlc·? ~ - ~:.r. :;f ~'·'' ! ' : pul_ on -:F:: . :::::::! 7; (\cld!;~r1il:l +_'c:. Ec! ~iUYcl-lLH:h' :; (;ppt·3 .. i.<:: :::,.1 : 1~'1, E;: . 1), 
The parti e::: alsc added a p2ved road and bio front gates CR. 258 1 The second 
r· ~-?!-: D\' .J. t i. n! ·! -~:. v-,1~:? ~· .. F·? ~:~ ·:J!f'1~J .1. ~:: ·1:_ i.7:·d .i. n 1 ·:?7 1 ( OF-: -f . [-7: >: • ::-:~~:-) .. ·:·:~·.n c ~ c: t:.):::. t:. a p p ~ - c;~ ·~. m :·::. t F:·l ·1,... :!-160 ~ 000 
\ F: . ~2 ·~ 1) ; • 

Ed q. , ... =,,.·t::-:··ch i:c.'~ej in hi.=:· ?.cpi·.::·.i :::::;l eof t!,c.~ :·:c:nc:, F' l c\ C:~': 

1 
I t i"·t ::-; rn :·:·~. -; :::·! · i rn ~J r~ c \ .. ·:·:·~ !Ti \:-: n t ·:::r r·: t h t::· H CJ ITi ~-::: F' ·;_ -::~'. c t .. ; 1 ::: t h F·? ~-:.; :< t ~- - ::_.:. tTi :-::·1 '/ 

h t:-: :.::1 u t -~ f ~- t l :·:\ rH:! q u -::·\ 1 i - ~~ \-' c c~n ·=: t ~- · u c t E~ cl ;·· ·~:=-::: ~ ':.: ~ [~ :·i ·:: ':.:·! o ·f t 1~ ·, e C) ~~H-~ =:? ~- • 

IIL''-''::'E! :,,r .. ,·: l <:·mE' It it i e:::. .. Th t.' quC~l i 4~ . i ,~:,f con·:::tt-·l.IC:ti c:-r·· 
u : __ ! ·t ::: t :J. n cJ i. n ~~l ,.,., c:: , <:: ·f i n i. :::. h ~· d (:! ::; i (J n ~ ::.:. :·; U ~ond ition. Ther~ 

The hc;.u :::e it :::;:::·1. -' 
0.020 sou3re f ee t of livin g are3, 7d4 ~quare f9Pt of sc r0en ed 
perch. 1q7 f eet of mast er bedroom s creened porch, 282 ~ou~re 

~ '.'".'? ·1 : ~:: 1 ' L;· !:? 11 t t·· v·, ;:.' 1 ·:: ·::: q '.lJ.!" '? ·f !:·' 1,:, 1.: f r u: ; t 1.: !·:·? ··· , . ,:•.c ''? p l 1.1 1:: :·•. p D CJ l 

~:·\ p D 1 .... c<< ~- : IL::'i t. r:.~ 1 ...,., =~ 0 ~ >~ L1 0 =' •• ·:::.Lu--· r- o u n c! '.:·!~.: :::. 1/'J .::\ l 1 ec! t. ·~·: ( ( ... :.··. c:: ·::-~ ~ 

ir·,c!.• .. t 1 :\ i.r·;~) puol, 

~ hP house l S a 
,,_·1.: t. !' ·:'! c: +: .i .. • .. • Th 1':' ::;ub j (·:=:c: t~ .:d l 



• 

~:? >~ c e 1 .1. c; n t .~ 

r! iEt i r·l hOLI·:::.f.~ 

and i t presents 2 

a~ea contains six 

\ / t-:? 1·- ':·,... ~h .0·::. n d ·:::. D m t: .~. p p ~:-? ·:·::.. r· .~~. n c: t:~ L T h t! 
b ~' cl t >::• r::· m :: • f o LW b .::\ t h ·=: , ::: !:. u cl y ~ 

room , utilit y ~oom p l us 2 separat e ?p~r tment whic h contain s a 
rn ,:; .i. c!' '''· l:J ::~ci r· u<::orr!, J. .i. \/ i. n ~l r· DDift. :Jrt d b :;,_+: h r·· ;y::. rr, . 1 t h ·3 :;: !··:·rl t t - ::<.rt ;_:: e 

~side foy er halls , porch. walled (~ar 
t '.:11 .. ~-- ,_,_ ;_: : !·:: ' f!aa- stone fron iJC)Dl .~ 

C. ,7:\ r-· p C) , .... l:·. / C .~·~ b E•. i"! ;:; .. , C: DU ~- · :. ·~:. 11 

·r h :. ::: :. •:: -!:. r-, ,,. h Dm'::: \--; !·-!::o r-- !'? ~-1 :o. u. t .. r:o '···'n E:· 1- c::··::: ~- cJ f:' •! u • . .:.! · : r, o h >:?r· e l. r:?·-....- E?r-, ··....- ::? .-:Jr· m a,.- r· i d g '"' to 

Mo~ r is. Tho uncontroverted ev i dence compels ~t1c conc lusion th:: t the home place 
and s urro undi ng ~c reag~, which the cDurt fc:o unJ were c:owned by -!:.he Hu sband prior to 
the marriaoe. we•·e used regula~lv fo~ the commo~ benefit of the parties during 
their ~ ar riage . rhi~ r~s idenc e, or itc ~quivalent value , ShGU ld have been 
awa~ded to Maur~ene. 

~1cr·· r· i :::' Cit h :-'t-··-·--·--····---·-···-···-.... _. ___ ...... . . 

!n addition to the 210 acre home place discussed above. Morris' other assets 
eli:. thE-: ti. m<o' c·f '~hE~ c! i. ··/ c;l--cE' c:ons:.i·;o: tE'cl o·f (1) =· l::·lc:<c eof Times:. t·1ir-r-Dt ... s•t ock, (2) Et 
portfol io ~f other sec urit ies consisting principallv of ta ~-froe mtlnicipal bonds~ 

and (3) two oth er pa rcels o f real estate known as ti1e Square D Ranch and the 
F'i ll€~'/ C1r·uv~? !=·1 .-:o.!:'' ( Dr:::f. E:: . !36 a n cl !37: F'l. c,_. 1) . t~g~~--t_ tl~~--lJ~rj_~!Q ____ J29Ji. .... JJl.r.~·:J 1~~lb. 
t5~:Z.~.Li .. t. _ _t_ ~~- _ f.:t.~Lt .. ... ;~:;~r::,_t~:r::~~l·~:o;Ltt:li~t ... .tl':!! .... r.: .. L~L .. JJ...s~~~--..:~~'- '·Y- .. ~- i _ q~~~-L~ .. L~U::1 .. L .. .. Lc~~~~~~t§~.- ~:;:~t_t~~~-----:\.:-.. t'i:UJ.. __ ..tl...U~ 
j ._L!.~: Cl11j_~~-f~X·_~:!G! ..... tt:~~~~~~ -- ~~2~~~t~~. r1Dr r· i ~: d oe•:; a. t t !'?I lip I_ 1-_ 0 ma. k E? ":Uc: h ... r: 1)111.: 1'?11 t i Dn ~<it h 
regard to the vears after 1975, and therefore we will discuss these time periods 
'::!:::p:1ra.tel y . 

th e 
At the time of hi~ marr1age 

Bo-:;r· c', :;:,r-; cl :3c;:,: ·::::. +:. c::oc: kh o l cl et-- Df 
tD ~1::".UI'-('~E?!lF: , 

Full E'r ~( DE'~'--= 

r1r:: .. 1· 1 · _i_~:; ~~.-J.,; F:·r·t~ '::i 1 ! !'?r ·l !_:, Chair·rna.n 
If::. 11::.2, 1:~3tn. and thet-e is 

of 
no 

content ic:on th a t his famil ; Nas not suppDrted from hi s general business operations 
in connect ion wit~ Fuller 8: Dees and any other 2ssets he owned at the time of the 
:Tto'?. t- t .. ]. ,?.g !·.o' , ill C 1 U !:i :. :1 ::; h .i. ~:: !·- E" :'. 1. e<;; t ::'. t c" , ?\·f 1: t?! .. f1C:c!·· '· '' :::.:::• l. cJ Fu 11. t:?l.. ~ : '''"'!?:: i. It 1 9 69 _. 
t.hE!I'- E! i c:: r,•::·· r:c.·r·1<:•:rttJ.UI .. , l:.h ,;--.1·. he! dicl no t c:or··,t.!.!-.LIC·: 1 .. ·.: .. • up~:· c!r··t hi;: f_:,,: , :.li ·:::•u l: o+ the 

[:, 

The Husband donated h is s2rv~~es-to the 

Duri ng this oori od c:of time whon Morris was not bei ng 
Morris and Mau~eene renovated thei~ house at Mathews , for 

paid by th0 Center~ 

3 c o ;~ of appr- Dximatel y 
'S 1 bU, l)i) (' ( r: ~::olr.:J :.' ~!)!)!)<;hat · !':·': c··f Tt.rrtb?':; t-1i. r·t--Dr· :·;t:•::.;::l:: :y···, 

l97:~ ~ for .. 'tl.1.<\ 1 ~:~ ·.~:··~:~ . (l2 1,-Jhic:h ho::~ !:t:':::ti-fiE~ d \•JE' n\: ' ·;. p.::-.·-.. -fo r· thE.~ ;, ·=i c! i + i o 1--, <:: 

r--1,?v 
to 

r•,r:: 
,.:'. 'wj .~ 

thE~ 



hou·::;e 

U.'~!':• iJ ·1.: t·! E? ;~. ::·_;_ ! ... t. i :7? ::: ~ 

Cib vi C)U::: l \·' ~:. ~-~ ~::· ~~· ~-- · c.:;c: r:.~c: .. ?c! =:- + r·· C)m t h ;::.:: 
c) .• ' 

It. v·Ji:'.<: - ·~''y·ir ·,.:: thi::: ::•t:o:·ic;d of time , i.e,·;: ; --' '"JJ-·,ile t'iorr-~·:: ,,.;:=·.::: not bein~.1 
pa i iJ f,:)l' hi.· : }.'?',}"-' vm!·k i'·' i. l::h th'::: Cer:l>:!'-. !:. !·,··!': ' ' ~? b~?tl·J.n to cJi·.Jer·<tf:; hi~; holding~; 

Clf Time::<'' t~ir · •c: · c~·. c,d: . t~·~>:'!"ld,:::,r·,t. ':::: [;:hit:·i ':: !:?'~1 •:hc:•H<:: U:c:;t i ;--, 1':/7•: , --~97~ , - t'~orTi-:: 

pu r chased $2 , 095 . 000 worth of tax-free bonds f~~m th~ proceeds derived from the 
sa le of Time::: Mirror stock. Plaintiff's Exh!bi t 76, the H~sband 's personal 
r i. '' "-'-' c -~ e.-~ <:; t ,:'. t •.::·m:"r1 1: u·f De t 1JlJ e r· ~? ll., l q 7 4, ":.huH::. t h '" r t h ~? Hu<:;b ''''I ci h .J.d r1 D :.::.a.l. dl·- v ur· 
c:ommi:::s icr::: in 1Q7 4. that he made $135.000. 00 i r tax - exemot bend interest in 
11?74 . 1-.1--~,,,_ ~,_ h<; ,-,_:·?C I·?.i.v !-;d 'r::.:t:. . ::26-~ . . uo fr· om cli · . ic i <.·.' ' '~ J ·· ; ,.,,.1 d '1'- tO,UOU. OC< ·f1 · Dm ,- !;e"l ~:?!~ t .1 te 

inc c.>mE·:· . Fo r· !.'c.:··::'<'L l"re <:I.,DH'c' cl e. tot .:rl of ~:0~ . • · :).~:-:=: .. oo in inc:orne. J:r·, t.hi -::. ye C~r he 
recei ved no salary frDm employment. 

On Oc:tobPr- 31, 19.::.9, t1orri::: :::.old 200 ·:::. h.:~~--~~-~=- of stock for 
$ 9 , 3 5 4 . 0 0 ( D ;::: f . E: :: • 1 :27 ) . 
replied: 

When asked wha t was purc ha sed with these proceeds, 

11 (-J. I t. '·''·"I;::. pro bat::< l ·/ f cw -::: D me + u ~-- r·, i t. u r· e f cw t h ~' t-·, c' us. E' 

r:Clu.<=:.t-? t<:; l],::te<bf~r- ::::.1, 196l7', and hi~? hiE'!·'~ bu.ying ~;um E? th .i.ng ':; i.n 

there . Evervthing that I paid for in that house or anvthin g 
carnE? fr· orn Fuller· :::~ D1:::E~! : •:to1 :k. L .. U~~y~~~: .. t1~~d-~n)::_ __ ~2tt!5.:~~----:.~~!~~C.U~ · 
~J.L __ j_ i~'.':2G~~~--~~C~i~~t!§:.~ -~~- -f_~~C .. s~r::~_'Ltt:,_tr.::~~L~. 

0. Okav . So, basically you do not know e~a ctl y what that went 
for other than pcssiblv home furnishings? 

f.'L Th:•. +. !Y .. <;um'-? L '/i!-1~1 !:::::pl'! l .. ''"·f'!': 1:·· !· •::umething 
F'r· ob ::··. t:-1 '/ h c) mE~ f t_\r· n i ·:::hi :·1 ;,1 ::: • 11 

( P, 1 ~={ ··::·q) 

~-·1~:)! .. r· i. :::. hl ~·- ::: 

::;toc:k on J.:=:rr 1 ••• !c.1··· 
r· ;;op l i_ i:?cl: 

:~~- ·::: ! :: ~:-? j ~~. !~ D 1 • .l t t h ~7? ~) t·· DC: ~-? !:? d ~::. C; ·t + h ~:: ... 
~.';~1 ~ 1·::;··71 ~ fc)r· ~:.~~- . "? L!.~~~ ::::hc)~·Ji": c=r·: 

s2le of 98 shares of 
~; ,:, -f r.;: r; c! ,:-., r1 t ' :::• r ~ · ·• l 1 i t• i 1. 1:::7 n 

jUSt probably needed ~ome 
on c trip to Eurupe Dr some thi n~. 

Hi C)rl E?'/ f 0 1 

·:::omet hi n ~1 
::: ~~:·n;e•:h i nq. 
'/ !Y..I. n ;;? c·? cl 

men E•'·/ .f •:.) r·· n 
11 

( f~:. 18:2'~1) . 

Th u~ there is no argument~ and there c 3n te no argument, the 

Mc.wr i ~; 

income 
·fr-om t1or .. r·! "' 

tht-Ctll~l h J -=·~?':::·. 
rn a k f? i:?. rt i. ::; ·:::. u .. ~·? 

premarital estate was not used for ths common bsn s fit of 
I 1; 1 ~~- \'i i t h r· E'~J E1r· c! to / 2 ar·:: =·· r + ~ · · __ .)5;.~~~-~--QCd.Y. t h C:t t r·1or· ~- i ·::: 

thE:- fa mily 
.:=t +~tempts to 

·::·) ~· .. : ·!.-_ !t i. :::. r! ~::= ~. n ·~-~ ~ ~:, n cj t:i:..H·- i n f:J t h ~-:: -\- ~·- ~ .:-: l h ~.:-: t :.:? ~:; t. i -f .i. E? U ::··. _. Fo1lovr; (a t 

1 •.. , ... .j.. 
.: ·=·· =: · .. four to five years of 

·:::c:·Lir·! t. .i r·~~.~.l cl !. \,' j c!c~ncl·:::~ ·,·• ::•LI 

ill/ 

;-:; 1 c I: ;=? cl 
l :i -.; l f'I CI 

In ti ·,:' -f .l ro 1:. r:•l.~·. c~~. c' !C:.'rl i -f thi ~: 'tif't--~~ :::•c:=~:ut·- .=t j:.~ r:~~-t~.;-~:_t:r __ _i_L_ _ ~-~:: __ ,: :~ ~!..1:.) ~ unclet- the 
terms of t~0 ~t~tut0 it does not cause the excl~si on of Morr i~ ' premarital estate 
for alimony pur~o~e~ . Since it is uncontr cv ~ ~t~d that the inc ome fro m Morris' 
p r--. c?mar· i. 1- ·" l ~, ~o !· ., !: '.? "1 ·, '' ~.: l.'l !··?i?f! r.rsE?Cl r· ~:!r~ u l.J.r·J. y ·f : .• ,!. !_!":co c: Dmrne<rr b ':?n "·" '' i. t t.':<- f 1.: h c:- p a~-- t i . e~; 11 

ci Lwi nee~ occ ......... , ........... :~ :~: ~·X. .':L c:•f thi ~= el e .. ,, .. ,, ... ·/r:; =,r· marr1 E1 ~_1e, :·. :-,;_ =: p l E1Ct:~s suc:h 
;·,l_: l •. t 1 

.• U t"'J !'·?::c:;•ptiD:I . -!·',_i _,:c ;·1 .·.>;.:<';;r·t_•' 1.!:0 :·,u r. r_: ~~-~) ';L<~~-0._ ·Ft'"D/n th t> 

r .. , ::,. ,. 



r: :-: c (:::~ p t j. =:::.. n ::~. + ·!.~ ~:-::· r· t h i!:~ f i r~ :::. t ~:. 1.:-:\/ t:-? n \ ' !;.:· -:·::·. ~- · ·:::. ~ /''i ,::) r· t ·~ i. ::: =' e J. t .. n ~:·? d 1 ~-: c D m ~:~ i n c: r· E~ .:3. :=. E-? d 
to the ;::; c.' i ~-~ t t:·. ~ -~ ;,· •. t. 1:. !··; E ·f. ::··.m :~ l \ ' r-1 c:• 1 CW1~1 e r ns'E'c! ·::! ·.~ : .}~ .. ~ .; ;_ r <:' l y u pon t h ·~' i r: c Dm e + r· o m h i:;:. 
Pt"i.'?fn.J.t"' Ld.! '~ ·:: : 1·. 3. 1 .:,:: .. Ck D u.+: •JI1Dth'2~ .. ViiJ'i, :A-I C:f~, !-.:.· : ;:; ·· ·:=;rn.J.!"it -:<.1. 'i' • : t:,.t ~= h;,.·:; b c:·:~n put: 

into t hE? " -f :-1mll·/ pot " t:rv bc.'i n~J r equl;:·.r·l y U<:::·E' ~: ! +cr th £! bE' n€>-f it of th€! f::1 m ily ~ the 
:; t ,?. t u t ~:-; m J. k ~~ ::: r·: c: p r !:J '.' .i. •,; i. u r-, + CJr· -1: h r:? r· e2.-f t i.?t" ~- ~:::Q! ~!.:~:!:- ~:: 2. .i. t f r .. um t h '"' '' ·f am i l. y pot '' by r1 CJ 

1 on~Jer· u si n ·;.1 i +:. ·"' i r·,c: Dme f c- r· f ::1mi l y pur--pos:::•s:. 

tJg[~ ':: __ !-.. E1~n~jc~ ~ i! ~I!.J. ::-~ .. J!~ ! ~·-~'~Yf~~---~- - JJlJ .. :~ .. j-~- - ~~ ~!1; - -~·!L!:.:~ .. __ _t~c-:nrLti~l~~~L.. ~1 (j !' !' ' j •; ' i. n c () iTJ E? f I'~ CJ m 
the Soutt,enl F' c:o /S!t- t .,.. l._;;w J Center· ::~rid other- ::: ourc <::! <: r:.~~~y- ~:_r. __ ____ ~_r.:~~~r-~~-~, ~~~:sl __ _ tf!_ __ t_t~~-J. .. ~gi...DJ:._ 
~-~.f.. __ ~...E~Lc!.~l __ i!:~~1.5.~.--:~g --~~-g~,~~~x~ ... tt·~~~--t~Llt~--~sJ; .. :'!:n.Q.:::~r~~L~lL __ 1_j __ yj_r ! .~1. .... \:! t~J-~tLLt~~~--E~.~~~.?L ... t~::Q'} _LL{. ___ ~Q._iQ y t? d · 
!Jl..C.~!.'::l;Lt:'.~~ '~tJ ... .. t.t:~_ :c:~ _~r ... F~~ELj_~\t;L~~ -'- The:~ n~c:or d c: 1 e::1r-l / ~J~ m·1::; the n ~~~ ~~ ~~ i tucl €! o f the Dee::; 
fa.rnil y l i\1 i.rH.J 1.'>:\J E?IE:e,:. Dur· ing ""typi.C:·J.l. l ·.v~:?)\i C?· · inDnl:.h per·iocJ ft·orn r1a.r·r:h~ 197tl 
thr-oug h Marc h , 107 9 . t he actual c:anc:elled checks c- f the par ti es s h ow that they 
:;:.pent f Dr· fc).mi. J.·,- J:-,cj huu•::1:>holrj pu.r-puc.;c~'=· .J. l: u +.a.l. ' ) r 'tS::;.,<:;·bf:..50, ~ jr · Jn 2.V12t-,:J.ge Df 
c;ilmoc;;t 1:7 ~ 000 ~~•·•::!!- mor:U1 (Pl. L :. 10~::; DeL E:>: . C! c1 ) ' Dur-i n:~J 1.''? 7 t l_, his: ~~ross 

salarv frDrn th e Southern Povert y Law Center w2s only $49~225.08 , which is the 
hiqhes t ss l sry he ha d ever rece ive d fr om the Ce nter !Answers t o Int errogatories~ 

F'l. E::. ::) 4 ) . 

Du r in g 2 not:.he~ t ime p er i od, 
( u pon penden t e l it ~ he J r ingl 

. e .. , Ma y , 1078 t hr ough Mar ch , 
th a t he put t s ,ono t o t7~000 

1o ~ o MDrr i0 testified 
per month in thei r 
va ri ou0 kinds <Def. 

E~. 53, p . BBl. E~oen se s of th i s magnit0d e c ould harcJly h~ve heen covered by his 
,;;e:\l.:·;r· -.,.· +•· o m +:!, ·::.· ·::;oul:.hE\f'"f' ; f 'D\' er ·f:·/ l...a1,.J Cer ·1t. E!I'-. ,,.;h i c:h \~<:1 ,;; pe~ icl in t he follm·1inq 
a moun ts (be-for ~ Nithholding t J~e s) (Answer s t c Interrogator i es , Pl. E~. 84): 

1'?} 
j ·~··j "i 

l ':'7 il 

-1: Ci , ~:_{i (J 

The fol l ow i ng 0p e c:ific: det a ils +or t~e s e 1e2rs s how e ve n more clea rl y t ha t 
rlD t" r·i :: ,,,_, ,(j l;_i_ •: ic>Jn:_.!. \ ' Vl!'?t'e fJ Dt liv i n u c;c•l!o? :L.· •:·+f i:i. •:: ~;u u thf.?t"['; !:',::>\ •~·- 1.: ·: Ld\'1 Ce?rltl:?r· 

i ru rn the South e r n Povert y ·Law 
Center· ( F' l . E:•: . 37: F'l. L ... <. 8 4) . Fr·om thi ·:" !·;~' ;>:·ic! -~8~045.tl7 ir·; f e~cl er·.:d 

t3::e•c; fc:•r· th!? :J :· ·: ?\i i. '.:)U':O yi:•d / ' (i~·J.. [;:, ~;iij), f''].':OC:· Ll'l lr.?75 r1ui ·t· i;; ·J. Il iJ 

pur c ha s2d 2 Me r cedes automob ile (Pl . F'l . E::: . 

income 
t'-1ci U. I"I?l'?fl t? 

fc-1mil'y' 
ac: tl.id l. l ..,.. J i. v !':? <:; '.:> ;• ·r cJ u.1· i. r·, ·~~ 1 c? 75 .i. ;:; ·:;h ov-m u r·, "1c:·· · r· i •:; ·' p E~r-- ~:;orl a!. ·f i. n .:o.n c: .i. -::>.1. ·:;tat em en t 
fq t- th E·. 1: ·i 0'.:1r 'F·~ . E.:: . ·:'7 ~< ; di ··iic! >:' r: cl-=o. , 1:- 1~: . ~: ~ : ::.·: : r·P =•l ~'st .:1t. E7 .in·::e>me, t-l (i ~f)(! (l ; 

t a:-:- t~>~ t·:·! li !D t: b o r-: ci in t ~:-2 r· t::: ::; t ~ :t. 1 20 ~ t::, :3::~. 50~ 

' In his t e ~timo ny Mor r is at te m~t s to cl2ss i fy some of t hese e ~ ~endit~re s as "n on-home' 2xp enses, 
but he do~ s r10t d~ nv th :.t ;. I ! of th:ese funds were spent for nor rr,a i i .; m: l y-rel3ted purpos9s. 



·.· 
I n !976 Morri s' salary fro m the Center w5s $36,750, from whic h federal 

in come tax ~s wer e withheldd in the amount of $~,318 for net pay of $29~432 (Pl. 
E::. 36: F'J.. [;.;. f::d). Dtwin~J th:1.t y-ea~- .• thi'~ fEu·t.it:?'; im:urTE?!j !~11,~20 1 for· medical 
E' >: pE!n5e ·=.: ( F'].. t::-::. 2b), 1 E'C:·.·.;i n~1 c!i :::pD~:=,b l e ·:::E1l ,::,~-'/ of ·~; 18, 2:.1. This is 
insuff icient to support the Dees lifes tyl e which cost an average of $7,000 per 
month (F'L E:<. 103 ; Def. [ :: . ~~'t; DE!f. E::. ::; :~ : . p. ~i,8). l>,JtBt U1E''/ J i •iecl upon in 
1 r:n 6 i. :;.: :;.: h uvn 1 lJ\.' ~1DI .. , .. i •::.' -fin ,,,, .. I cia 1 •; 1.: a.l:>~mE!r1 t: f m· t h ,,,t yt?C1.1 .. ( F' 1 . E:: . 78) : 

dividends of tQ,499: real estate income of $17,500: and tax-exe mp t bond interest 
of :r.-1·:. 7 ~ 20 :~. ~~~j o. 

In 1977 Morris ' salary from the Center w~s $45,100 <Pt .. Ex . 35; 
His tax return also shows other business income Q( $9~066 (which we 
was not derived from his bremarital estate)~ for ~total of $54, 166. 
he pc~i cl iTiEJd: C:c\l ,:;: ::per·,·::iE! ::! tot ,::;} i r-:,;J ·~;11 ~ L\·41, t.::•>:E'':O; tot,:;; l i n~J ·~;1, 00:;1, ::< nc! 

F'l • E:: . 84) . 
\•J i 11 

Fn;m 
as:::ume 

th i :; ' 
.:\Cc:ount;. i ng 

·f e~:~:::. D+ $.1. :::.uo ~ for total documente d expe~ses of ( F' 1 • [:.::. 35). In 
addition , in 1Q7 7 Morris pu r chased anothe~ Merdeces fo r $17,029 tF'l. Ex . 35, form 
2106), J.r,cJ ' ino l.:ot .. c:yc:l.€·? ·fo!· (~2.000. IHt!.'? ~ .. allmvinq· .. fDr· · :!.1.1 o·f thf:?:;f? 
expendi tures , th is leaves ? balance of $15,000 of earned income, still not nearly 
t-?noucJh ·'.:c; :';'...I. CJ~Ju! · l·. t.!1E? !)~,,,:~·: fa.rni:L v li. f c·? '::t v l.t~. I1·, f ;:.c:t, th~? +,:,ln:i.l-y· l.i.v>::-d o-f-f of 
Mo ~ .. r· is.:· T .: rnc?~: !'i i r· r c .. ;... cl i ··/ i c:! '"?n cl ::, ·:".ncl hi ::: t c:·.x .... ·" !'. t:·:·::? !li' . ..l.r ·, i c: i p :;; 1 b or ; cl i r·1c: Dill€!. 

In F' ~i~) t'k:·i··t·L; :TI.:':Icie l49,:~::::.; ·hwn hi s: :co•.L:r\' C:'.t thE' Center· !F'l. E :<. 84), and 
h21J $5. 300 in oth~r busines s incom~ which 0e Hill assume was not der i ved from his 
pr· em;:,r· .~ t ~~ l e -:: +: :·. ':. ·:' ( r::· l . F: ;: .. ~::l]. ) ,, -r c!r" ;;:, tot: o'l •: ·-f + ~::.Lt , :::~~:::=.;. Fr· c!m t I"; i ~:, .l2, 779 .. WEtS 

\·~ i. t h h ~~ 1 d f D:·· ·f \o·!J (:~1· :!.1 i r·, c: CJ m ':·~ t >J :< f.~ '3 , l E~-3. \ r :i. r1 ~1 i:!. r·1 r.:?t o·f $5 1 , 7 6 6. Ib.g ___ ~~_t_u i~l_ 
~~~.:D . .';.~~U.~~-';L._ ~t~.~'.';~L::: .... ;·L. .L!:~~:L_.i;L .~·~ ~-t.L.t~~--'"iJtSl~~-Jt~.E~L .... ~1. 1:.~~·-Lt:'.~l ... . t.t ,_~! ___ t.§~L'-::B.~~!.C::.iJ: t .. . ~;-~.~r .. L1; ~~1_._Lr.s~Ql __ ij~, r- c_~ 
L2.Z.Q .. !:)lx:~.!~~qtL .. V~~ ~~ ~~ ~~!l ~n~:., ... t:~:z;~ .. !~tlt~ __ p ~~ rjj_~~~~ ... ~~n~~ut .. ~u~r.: ... ~mr.:.~_!lr.t .. ~~~}_.tl~~~ : ;~~~tl f!L~L_i"-~1_Q __ L~~Ql.U..'L 
t::i'J.i~t~!.fi ... ~~.LJ}.~~r.•~-~~~~:~~ (F'l . [-::. J(l~~:: Def . [ >• . .: .. 4). l'Jh,:,t EICt'_l<:d l / s:uppor-te-cl thi s; 
li-fl'?c~tyl •:? i.<:; •:: hDVH"'i Df"l r·1 orTi !:;' PE?~"!3CJ\l2l fi.nai-IC:i .:d !;t.Jt~?ment f!Jt- 11?7!:3 (F'l .• E. 79)' 
which reflects div idends of $14~536 , re3l estate income of $22, 000, tax-exempt 
bond inter~st Df $137,202, and other bond interest of $3,750. Al so in 1978, 
Morris sold some of his Times Mi rr or stock, and wi t h part of the proceeds he 
p 1 .. \r'" 1: h .Jse i:J J. d :l i:ili"JDi'FJ r· in ~1 ·f cw r·LJ.I..Ir" !:?f? f1 '2 \Dt~f . !:::: • 1271 . He, c.d r:;o rnad f:? a 
c: on t r i but i or·, o·f b 1 DC: o-f Time::: t1 i ~-T m.. s t oc: k ·/ 2.1 U[~cJ "'' t. ·~;s>, 709 t. o t r·:e Montgomer-y 
Academy~ Hh'~:r· r~ tht'?.i.r· d:-J.uqr,t!:?t- Ellil'? -3ttE~ncJ!:; •::chou!. (i='l. E:-:. :.::4). 

Und er all of the circumstances, it i s obvious that even after 1975, 
r1Dt- r· i !; \ 1 :1. !; C.? d r·l i !. i1 Cl ! ; Drnl? j 11 c: Dlril2 ' J.L.~.!~:~E~ .. !.:.tl~~ . .!.~~~.; ~i~!~~ .. Jr·_~l!.D __ t!J'-~~--I~r::x~Qli~r~Lt~LJ~§.t_§t§l.. 

when 
not 
fhe just his curren t earnings, whic h supported the famil y . This being the case~ 

statutor y exception quDted above bec:nmes f ullv appli cable, and for purposes of 
cl et E~~- rn i r,:!. ,., q clr·t "'P p r .. op r· i ,:;, t f:? ;:;mount. o+ "' 1 i mcm ' /, t·k!r· !'"' i ::; ' .~~n t.j_r.·~~~---·i:~~~t~d·~~ must be 

c J.t•.::o.._Ir.:_j._~~LJ~~~~tr~t--~~~·~r-.§~LLc~-e~:gl:~ ~-kLt..i.c~g _It~g -~!U.J~-Er~~ : Ql 
(.:; ~.~LLL~l9. __ :Ul~~ .. J1~·~.?. Q.~~~~ . .!~ ~~--f~ .. \'~L!:.n~~ ?~ 

At the beg1n ning of t:h e trial, th e Wife's attor neys called Morri s Dees as 



the i r·· + i ,- :::. t :,.1 i t r, :c::: ::; ': r:;: • =~ ~~: 1. ) • 1''1 or r· i :: ' -:'1 t to;->:<::': <;, .. F h _i e. c: t E) cl t c:' 1 .. , i ::: t) C' i r: ~.1 c: -:\ 1 1 E! cl "' s 
a. vii. t n!"''';:::, on th<:: tJr·o' ... tnd thdt h1:-: h <J.d r·:ot IJF:?f:?r : . l~,;,;: .l:t:od t:Jy l:ht'? l',lift:? cl.'c:. ··:,1 ··potential 
Hi tnes:·::; -~·.::: r-E~qui I" :::'C! l:::/ t.I:E' pr·et.;·i cd c:::r-der· ifL. ~:·:;:' ) Hcl\•Je'/f.'r·l u~-~~:·x.L~~-----b.c\CI __ beoEr·, 
tU~t~~~L;~~--;: __ p_~~t~~CltL:L .. ~!Ltcl~~:~~~-- ~!L!.J~:~tl~::.Lf ____ Qf __ t1i.r:!~2~~LL . .:F.:. 10:,:l 104). -:<nd in m,~.king 
the objection, his atto~neys stated that the y planned to call him as a witness-as 
part of thei r case-in-chief . Morris' attorn s argued that the Wife's a ttorneys 
\•Jould ther: I":Et\'~' E:r .. , oppDr·t.unity to cr·o:::.·:::-·E!>~c:·.minE! him r:F<. :::::::=~ . et SE!q). 

I n c n: rJ i b 1 y ~ t h !'~ 1.: , .. i :<.1 j l.t cJ ':! t:? <:; u ~=- t ·3. i Ill'? cJ t h i •:: u h _i !'·' c t .i. on l a. n d r-- 1:.:- ·f '-F' t:: d t c:: p e r-- rn i. t t h e 
Wif e' s attorneys to call Morris as a witness as part of the Wife's attorn~ys to 
Cci.l1 i'1or·l''i'; 1\c; ::' v,:jtr-:f:?J::,c; d':; par· t of l.:h!'? v,lif r: ' c; !'<:! :;1;: --in--·t::hi.E?f (!~: . ~::~:~3) . IJnJ.y 
after th e Wife's case had been concluded , and after MDrris had testi fied 
extensi vely c::n his own beh2lf, did the Wife's attorney s have an opportunity to 
question Mor~is. This is clea~ error. It gave Morri s the obvious adva ntage o f 
being ab ! s t0 hs2r tl1e testimony of the Wi fe and all of her witnesses before 
bein~.! r-e q,_rir·ec! tc:. t<=:'~:ti-f·-; him:::e l+ . HE' 'tJc1::: thu::: ,;;i\-'en the c_,pr:,ortunit·/ to adjust 
his testimony 25 he might consider benefici2! 2fter hearing the testimony of the 
Wife and her witnesse s. 

Tht:·' c : , ~:e cd ~l:,iqt~~~~: __ Y.: .... tl~\Qt:_~!-~L, 2:.iO Ala, ~:il. ':;-, ·:'5 :=:: o. 2d 1.12 ( 1~;-"1t~l, is ~:lmo-='t 

directly in pcint. In a hearing on the Husba.nd' s petition to modify an a l irno~y 
.:;wr.3r·cl~ ~ .. hE:• 1-·l :_•=:t::.::•.r .. ":l c:Eillr::'ci ~:·. he I;J i-f•o! to tE':::.tif / :;··.·c:: p::.rt of f-,i~: C:E• :::. ,,:·--ir .. :· .. -c:h if.'f. she 
declined to testifvl and the Husband ' s i nsistence that she submit to an 
examination wa~ overruled by the court, The Alabama Supreme Court held this to 
!J e ~-~t- r· nr· .J.n U ~-~ 1·· -:·:·.~.n t (·?d 3 !'. E~\/1.::-:r · ;:) ~?..1 .• :;; t .::;. t i r1 ~J ~2. ~:;. ·f c~ J J. Dh1:::.: 

. The husband then proposed t o examine the wife as a 
v,•i t n •:?':: '2 . ~)h'2 d ~;~c 1. i. r1E~d t D t '2!::t i ·f y. Thr? h u•::.band' s mot i 01-, or· 
insistence that she submit to an examination by the husband 
was overruled by the court. No point is rna.de tha t the wife 
was not summoned as a witness , and she was actually present 
in c:ou~·t. 

]J .... ~-~'-····q~~~~:~..:;~r.-~:;·,} .. ~ .. / .... t:_~~-l .. ~l ____ t_t: .. ~t ..... ~-~---~L~\r.J~Y .... '!l~~~~---~ :,_:~L ... 1:.~ ~-':§'_~1. ____ ~~~; ___ _____ ~\ ....... 1~~-Lt.c:_§!_~i~L 
L~!X~-- t~!J.~~--\1El:~!U.?~ ~!L\ .. . ~lU~Ll~~~-_r-_g;EU.L~f~ ~L!-~f~. - ~1L::~- -~~~~J- ~!~ llf.~~ --~1L.~Q~~tU~.tJ.~ 
~~~--t~~-t·J_U_r; _t: ___ t:_:~' ___ j_~:-- -~~ ~).l}l!;~§.i._§2:~t~ . 7 (I Cc-r· p u <:: .J ur i ~: p c:~l E! 4, ::;E~c: t i c::r:. 
1 ~~ : D L . \ :: v. ~\t:i-11!:':;, ~.50 M ·3 . .' 3TJ; E:: parr.!'~ Bn)Dk s ~ f':\ l -'~,. Sup. 
32 Sc.2d 534. It was specifically held in O}ive v . Adams , 
suspr·2, that the rioht to prc::pound interrogatori~s to 
adversary, Revised Code Section 1, now section 477, Tit le 
7

, Code o{ 1°40, dc:: es not destroy the righ t to compel him to 
tE::::·t·. i .f·.,... ·fen··· tht-: c·ppo·:::.i t::-~ p E~r·~:·/ :i rr o:: :-::::~n ·: :: c~~_n··t ~ in· E1.1 :! · ,::.::~.=:E:~·:::. 

Hhere ~~ is comp e ten t. 

I t \·•J i l l b •:::' ::;· , .. ·;: ' .. \ "'-' c! ~~ [·, c\ ~~ t h E': tl~-~~l.t!.~=:~;- c: E1 <:' >::' i ::: •:1 i ::: t i r·: •;! u i -::: h "' b l E f r· c:' rn t hE! p r· f..'=: t.! r: t 
':: ':'. ,;;r-:· tJ E?!:: ::'.!..\ :;•··' !1 •:-•: !·:·. 1_: h f:? l1,1 :i . ·!' !'- !:! :i. d u 1 !.: i :n :!'. t t-? l. \' h.:,,\·' ' :Jrt up pur· 1.: 1..1.11 .i. '.: y +: 1:: r:: :·· r: , <:; !:; --!'?:: i:1mtn i. n <' 
Mon· i. ~'. ..... I,•Y ....... :· .. LJ.~:t·.~.i. __ U':.I ... .t 1.i .. 0.\ 
i~_~:l._..l~~~M~-~ .. l:..L.LY ___ .J ... .::~~-~~-~-.:. .... ~:L:L~-~-----~~-U.PL-~ .[~--~-~ .. ~ - ~ .. :-~_:! . ~ ,~·:\ n t:J !:. h ~:-? \, \1 i f E:· :• ::: ~~ ~ ... - ~::~ :~~· :-:-? n ·1:. ::·~- t. i D n hi::?.~::. ~: :. E? r- i u u.-~~~ 1 v · j_ n j u r E-? cj 
1:.her<:?b\-' .. 

The puroc?e of the discovery p~oceeduris ~e~u irinq parti e s ~n e~chang e 
Ni tness lists is tc:: p ~event surprise witnesses. It c3nnot be contended here that 
MDr~is 3nd his attorneys we~e not -fully awa~e th~t Mo~~ is wo uld be a wi tness. 
E'v'/0?!'"\'borl \' in t!·;i" c:uu.!--t!·'::> um h ,J_ !J bet:~ n di'·JJ.! --~? -f!::,!-- i-.:':?'::·1·": thJ.t ~1cwr·i.' :: v,::l.' : to IJE? d key 
\~it n es- ~; ;_ r·: t h t:' ~:. ,, 1 e.l ~ E<nc! t hu ·::: +:. h t:! pur·po~::;e-::; Df l:lv:' pr· ~'t. r· i e.l cw c!Er· VIE!!- e ::: c-•.t i :: f i ed. 
T h ,,, p ~-- !0 1:: I' j ,,,]_ cw rj ;~~- t:l ry::<!'o 1'1 D 1: I" ~? I] u.l. at !2 t h ':? ?:.~~q~~-~~ -~-~c : _':~ i. , .. , 1•11'1 i c h L r ; Dhll"l 1•·1 j_ t li '7? ~:: <:; ~:e•::. ·a.r e t () 



be called. Morris was present in 
witness on beh2lf of him3elf, and 
him as a witness for their case. 

tht~ COJ.tt-t>-· ·::oc:u11 ·,· ' lF·? ID.d b!:?E? n 

h i ·s. l "' \''.>''-''t .. :::''-' •. :0 ' 1::;;,~·ed th<:·.t they 
As petitiUner, the Wife had 

cJ <::·:; :i. •;! n a.t !~d 
~d ::on:-,ed to 

·~h '? r·- i llht and 

.e.~:; a 

c:<:d l 
the 

burden of presentin g evidence first, ::one! th8re is no t a shred of authority for 
thE? tx:e )_ ' :C:< I .. '.!·t'::; ;J!·;_::t[·: i.hi.ti.f'lq th~:' l\!i.fs ft'"DiTI C':'.}J.inq r1orTi.S. ?. !': :3. h'itn\·::<:;<:. f ... tc:s.t_. 

The appellant Wife respectfully requests this Court to re verse and set aside 
that portion of the lower court 's decree setting alimony, and to render jUdgment 
r·· ,;;q u i. ,- i. r1 ~J t h :;; Hu <::.I:J :J.n ':J "1:: c p ::!.'/ t D h \:::r-, .:J. !:;. ,J. l. i mDr' \' --·in --~l r· CJ<::.!;, c :'>.c:h or·- E?qu i v ,'J. l en t 
assets of at le::ost tl,OOO,OOO, payable within th~rty days of the date of this 
C:DUI·· J::' c; fn:':<.f"'cJ,:>t:·:~ .. 

reverse the decree of the !ower court and ~emand the cause for a new trial . 
Up Ul"i ::. d !:OC: :i. ,, .i. un C)f 1.: hi ·:::. :':J p r! <:;:.,:; l . l.:h !:? \,\I i. f ~? ! " !'?':: r:• <:?C t full/ r·· !'?q U.'?!:: t ·:;:. t. he Cmw 1: "t () 

retain iurisdicti8n for the purpose of setting a reasonable fee for the services 
of her attorneys on 2ppeal, and that at the proper time, they be perm itted to 
fi le documentation concerning the appropriate amount of such a fee . 

SM!TH, BOW MAN . THAGARD 
C:F:[IOf: ~ ·~ CL .IL..f~·~:F'F'f:T 

1c·. IJ. Bu:-: 7U 
Montgomery, At... 36101 
T "' 1. !7:p h or-~!'?: < ~~~0~.':! ;. rr~ .. :J ... <,soo 

Respectfully submitted, 


