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" This legend is given in Muir's Original Saunskrit
Texts, IV, p. 122, - where 1t is pointed out that we
have here the germ of the Dwarf Incarnation of Vish-
ou; and in A. Kuhuo's treatise, “Ucber Bntwicklungss-
tutender Mythebildung,? p. 128, where the following
remarks are made on the story : Here also we meet
with the same struggle between light and dark
_ness; the gods of light are vanguished and
obtain from he Asuras. who divided the earth be-
tween themselves, only as much room as is covered
by Vishnu, who measures the atmosphero with his
three steps. He represents ( though I can not prove
.it in this place ) the sun-ligh, which, on shrinking in-
todwarf’s size in the evening, is the only means of
preservation thatis left to the gods who cover him
- with metres. i. e. with sacred hymns (probably in ovrd-
to defend him fromthe powers of darkness), and in |
the'end kindle Agni in the east—the dawn—and the-
reby once more obtain possession of the earth.”” Com-

 pare also the corresponding legend in Tditt Br. 111,
"2,9,7. '
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Ammonites —This shell fish was found through
1 the Mesozoic Age in many forms. Several hundred
species are known They varied in size snme being ve.
vy winute_others as laroe as a cart wheel. They were
called ammonites, from a fancied resemblence to the
horns on the sculptured heads jupiter Ammon. In for-
mer days in Europe they were mistaken for suakes
turned into stone. Among Hindus they are known as
Salagramas, )

.iq'i far faad ¥

Ammonites attracted the attention of the curi-

ous long before geology was seriously studied, and le-
gends were invented to explain them,

Then Whitby's nuns exulting told
how of thousaud suakes each one
Was turned into a coil of stone
When holy Hilda prayed.
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